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September 27, 2010





TO:
Jerry VanCleve

Chair Wisconsin SAF


and,

Members of the State Society Executive Committee

FROM:
Brian Spencer


Training and Education Chair 
An “Estimating Woody Biomass” session was co-hosted with Sustainable Resource Institute L.L.C. on July 21, 2010 at Potawatomi Carter Casino. In attendance were approximately 25 people. Unique to this session was the opportunity to visit USFS biomass harvested field sites. Other topics covered included a Biomass Market Update, Futurewood Corp., and Cruising Methods Comparisons. SRI, LLC will be contacting Ray Perry concerning closeout of this Forester Fund supported project.
Former Wisconsin State SAF Chair, Jim Kerkman, helped initiate a discussion among potential partners to pursue support of the 2012 National Science Olympiad http://soinc.org/. Currently discussions are taking place among Dr. Charles Bomar, UW-Stout; Jeremy Solin, UWSP LEAF, Sara Gilbert UWSP LEAF, Jerry VanCleve, Jim Kerkman, and Brian Spencer. This is a national event with 47 states and nearly 6000 k-12 schools from across the country participating. Teachers will need information and support by July of 2011 to prepare for the 2012 event. A meeting of this ad hoc committee will hopefully take place in January 2011 to help determine level of commitment, if/how to approach National SAF, and whether or not to pursue a Foresters’ Fund grant.
During the last cycle in 2005, the Wisconsin Society of American Foresters provided Biltmore Sticks so that Wisconsin students could have an exam that was slightly more than a paper test that encourages students to "memorize a bunch of trees."
Last but not least is an update from John Grosman regarding the “Staff Ride” project that has received support of the Executive Committee. Attached is an update from John.
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