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June 15, 2010


The Wisconsin Council on Forestry met in Madison at the USDA Forest Products Laboratory on March 18.  

· BMPs for Water Quality
A PDF version of the new BMP Field Manual will be made accessible late this summer.  Funding has been secured from the Forest Service to help produce printed manuals, which will be distributed this fall.  The Advisory committee has forwarded a recommendation that beginning on January 1, 2011 foresters and loggers follow the new BMPs when establishing sales.  BMP monitoring will be conducted on state and county forests in 2013.  
A motion by Fred Souba (seconded by Bill Horvath) that the Council send letters of appreciation to all members of the Water Quality BMP Advisory Committee thanking them for their work passed unanimously.

· Council Biennial Report
The 2007-2008 Biennial report was presented to the Council.  A motion by Bill Horvath (seconded by Bob Rogers) that the Council accept the 2007-2008 Wisconsin Council on Forestry Biennial Report, with the modifications suggested, passed unanimously. The next Biennial Report will be discussed by the Council at its December 2010 meeting.

· Deer Management Policy
A motion by Jane Severt (seconded by Bob Rogers) that the Council send a letter to Senator Holperin and Representative Hraychuck stating the Council’s position on deer numbers, and that the Council provide oral testimony at any legislative hearings regarding the Clearinghouse Rule for setting deer goals, passed unanimously. A motion by Jane Severt (seconded by Bob Rogers) that the Council incorporate the concept expressed in Jim Heerey’s proposal to the Council entitled “Animal Damage to Crops” into the Council’s letters to the Legislature, passed unanimously.  A motion by Bill Horvath (seconded by Michael Bolton) that the Council send a letter to the Conservation Congress containing a similar message to the one contained in the letter being sent to Senator Holperin and Representative Hraychuck, passed unanimously.  Chair Souba was to draft and send both letters.

· Statewide Forest Strategy
Statewide Forest Strategy includes multiple ideas on how the forestry community as a whole can address the major issues and priority topics identified in the Statewide Forest Assessment over the next ten years.  The Council held a special meeting April 21 in Wisconsin Rapids to seek consensus among members on what should be included in the Statewide Strategy.   The meeting had the intention of discussing strategies and actions that people were most interested in. However there was very little consensus on the actions. So, we started by discussing each goal and checking if everyone could support it (with edits). Then we went through every strategy and did the same. The strategies took a bit longer, but there was good discussion on each one. No actions were taken up.  Actions will be discussed at the COF meeting in June.

· BCAP Program (Biomass Crop Assistance Program)
Wisconsin’s Office of Energy Independence (OEA was created to facilitate the achievement of Wisconsin’s goal of attaining renewable energy usage of 25% by the year 2025. 
The interim rule, Phase I, which dealt with infrastructure, was suspended when the final rule, Phase II, dealing with supply, went into effect.  Phase II will be a regulation, whereas Phase I functioned under a notice of funds availability (NOFA).  The proposed rule offers incentives to farmers who might not otherwise be willing to undertake planting biomass crops because of the potential time lag between planting and harvest.  Pam discussed issues that have arisen from the comments received.  From the agricultural side, many thought BCAP would encourage planting more switch grass and other crops for the production of biofuels, to replace coal, but instead, the funds seem to be subsidizing the existing wood industry.  In this budget climate, money might be viewed as being spent too much in the wrong way.  Within the first six months, $500 million was spent on BCAP.  Now USDA is estimating the program will cost $2.3 billion.  Allison pointed out two main items in the proposed final rule significantly affecting Wisconsin:

1. Change in the Forest Stewardship Equivalent – from being determined by State Forester to being determined by SFI and American Tree Farm or equivalent as determined by DATCP Secretary.

The State’s Position:  The State Forester should make determinations.

2. Proof of Sustainable Harvest – interpreted from NOFA as being unnecessary for logger to sell material.


The State’s Position:  An owner or operator who provides material should be required to show proof of 
sustainability.
ACTION ITEMS:

After finalizing DNR’s comments on the proposed rule, Paul DeLong will share them with the Council.
Council members should share their own comments with Paul DeLong.
·  Legislative Tour
Jane Severt will continue work on planning the Legislative Tour for 2011 with John DuPlissis, Earl Gustafson, and Bill Horvath, and will report back to the Council on progress.

· Next Meeting  
The Council will meet in LaCrosse on June 15th, with a tour for Council members on June 14th.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Rogers
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