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Chair’s Report
June 15, 2010

Deer population goals
I attended the Conservation Congress meeting in Ashland County on April 12th to voice WI SAF’s talking points concerning the need to have deer population goals that are compatible with sustainable forest management.  Although the audience was polite, and no one spoke in favor of increasing the goals, the vote was overwhelmingly in favor of increased population goals.
Statewide Forest Assessment

WDNR was accepting comments on their draft Statewide Forest Assessment until April 23, 2010.  I was hoping to provide comments on behalf of WI SAF but missed the deadline.  While many of the goals and strategies listed are acceptable, some may be burdensome, especially to smaller landowners.  For instance, incentive programs are proposed to encourage the achievement of landscape-level objectives across smaller ownerships.  Depending how these incentives are structured, they could be perceived as coercive.  Incentives are preferable to penalties.  I’m not sure if there will be another comment period when the final version comes out.  More information is available at http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/assessment/strategy/assess.htm.
Ring Program

The national office has decided to go ahead with the Ring Program.  SAF members are encouraged to purchase a ring for $50; new graduates in good standing from an SAF-accredited institution receive a ring for free.  By wearing this symbol of achievement, your success and stature in the profession will be recognized nationwide.  I’m not quite sure how the funding works out in the long run.  The June Forestry Source contains an advertisement on page 18.
WISAF.com

I received an email solicitation from info@domainnotices.com that the domain name WISAF.com is available for purchase from their company, for a one-time fee of $49.  I didn’t think as a non-profit that we would be interested, but I thought I would mention it to you.

Science Olympiad 2012

Forestry has been approved as an event in the 2012 Science Olympiad.  The Science Olympiad is a national event with nearly 6,000 K-12 schools across the nation participating.  The kids do everything from building toothpick bridges to you-name-it.  The Forestry event is basically a dendrology test.  During the last cycle in 2005, WI SAF provided Biltmore sticks to the forestry participants to make it more exciting and perhaps help a kid get interested in a forestry career.  Charles Bomar at UW-Stout is our contact if we want to get involved.  More info can be found at http://soinc.org.
Jerry Van Cleve, CF

Chair, Wisconsin SAF
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