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March 9, 2010
Chair’s Report:

Trees are the Answer campaign—use these talking points to spread our message!
Membership—I forwarded our recommendations to Tamara Cushing, HSD Chair, and to Greg Russell, our District V Council Representative.  These included support for the Loyalty Program, and support for reducing a spouse’s dues in cases of married couples where both are members.  The Loyalty Program applies to young members—currently, student members continuing into professional membership pay a reduced rate of $85 for 5 years.  If the young forester allows his or her membership to lapse, and then reinstates, he or she now pays the full $133 dues.  The Loyalty Program would let the $85 rate apply to any member within 5 years of graduation, regardless of a lapse in membership.
I sent sympathy cards to Al Nelson and to Dave Nelson, on behalf of WI SAF, following Marty Nelson’s recent passing.
Bob Rogers has resigned as the SAF Representative on the Wisconsin Council on Forestry, and has recommended Jim Kerkman as his successor.  I sent a letter to Governor Doyle endorsing this recommendation.  Bob Rogers will continue to serve until the Governor names a replacement.  Both Rogers and Kerkman will attend the next meeting on March 18.
On February 23, the State Assembly failed to override Governor Doyle’s veto of a bill that would have returned authority for appointing the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources to the Natural Resources Board.  The board-governed DNR goes back to the 1920’s when Aldo Leopold advanced a plan of citizen oversight of natural resource management to insulate resource decisions from political pressure.  As it is, the Governor will continue to appoint the Secretary of the DNR as has been the case since 1995.
The 2009 LEAF Annual Report is available at www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/About/2009annualreport.pdf    
This program includes the Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment that has received grant funding from SAF in the past.  2009 was a very successful year for LEAF.
Proposed SAF recognition program (SAF rings)—Greg Russell sent this out to the Exec Committee for comments.  Any thoughts?
Investing in Wisconsin’s Whitetails—On February 24, DNR Secretary Matt Frank announced a major new initiative to improve the DNR’s population estimates for white-tailed deer.  In response to frustrated hunters, Frank outlined a multi-faceted approach that will include S-A-K improvements, studies of buck mortality and fawn mortality, the roles of predators and weather, the use of aircraft in deer population estimation, cooperation with MI and MN, and more.  Details are available at www.dnr.state.wi.us/news/BreakingNews_Lookup.asp?id=1603
Deer population goals, and upcoming Conservation Congress meetings and Deer Management Unit meetings, and what input from SAF would be appropriate, are on the agenda as New Business.
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