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The Wisconsin Conservation Congress will hold its annual county meetings on April 12, 2010.  Question #69 seeks to raise the overwinter deer population goals by 25% statewide!  SAF members should attend these meetings to speak for forestry in Wisconsin.
The 2010 Wisconsin Deer Management Unit information meetings will be held around the state from March 8-18.  Some are going on tonight!  Others are scheduled next week.  SAF members should attend these meetings, too, as possible.
The following section from the administrative code provides guidance to the DNR in establishing overwinter population goals for Deer Management Units:
NR 1.15 (2) (a) Deer population goals.  The department shall seek to maintain a deer herd in balance with its range and at deer population goals reasonably compatible with social, economic, and ecosystem management objectives for each deer management unit.  Deer population goals are to be based on:

1. Carrying capacity as determined by unit population responses to habitat quality and historical records of winter severity.

2. Hunter success in harvesting and seeing deer and public deer viewing opportunities.

3. Ecological and economic impacts of deer browsing.

4. Disease transmission.

5. Concern for deer-vehicle collisions.

6. Chippewa treaty harvest.

7. Hunter access to land in a deer management unit.

8. Ability to keep the deer herd in a deer management at goal.

9. Tolerable levels of deer damage to crops.
Wisconsin SAF has a Position Statement on white-tailed deer in Wisconsin (adopted March, 2007) which stresses the importance of “managing the deer herd at the goals established through the administrative code process.”  The statement describes the ecological and economic damage to forest regeneration, biodiversity, and sustainability that are caused by overabundant deer.  It goes on to voice support for herd control measures, hunter and public education about deer impacts to forestry, and further research.
Is our existing position statement adequate, or does it need to be revised?  I was going to take a stab at a revision, but I don’t think it is needed.  Our current position statement justifies arguing against the proposed increase in deer population goals, on the basis of carrying capacity and ecological and economic impacts of deer browsing.  I encourage any of you who can spare the time to attend either a DMU meeting or a Conservation Congress meeting to speak on behalf of WI SAF.  Use the talking points that Jim Kerkman developed to emphasize the magnitude of the forest industry in Wisconsin, and the magnitude of the damage caused by overabundant deer.
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