Deer Management Talking Points

The Society of American Foresters (SAF) is the national scientific and educational organization representing the forestry profession in the United States .  SAF is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to advance the science, technology, education, and practice of professional forestry in the United States and to use the knowledge and skills of the profession to benefit society. 

WI SAF members, play a major role in managing the 16-million acres of forest land in Wisconsin. These forests provide a variety of benefits for Wisconsin residents and the nation in the form of wildlife, water, recreation and forest products.  The wise use of the Wisconsin’s forest resources is our goal.  
It is our request that the DNR set deer population management goals that are compatible with sustainable forest management in order to maintain healthy forests and produce an array of forest benefits.   These goals should balance the interests of deer hunting, forest management, agriculture, and natural resources conservation.
And we request that the DNR manage the deer herd to maintain the population near goals. 

WI deer population has been extremely high for the last 25 years. 

Browsing by deer is widely acknowledged as one of the main reasons we have difficulties regenerating cedar and hemlock in Wisconsin and is seriously affecting red oak regeneration. 

Deer browsing causes increased costs.  Regenerating white pine, for example, requires several years of annual repellent spraying, or fencing, to be successful.  
Most private landowners cannot afford these measures. 

Overabundant deer are causing significant negative impacts to biodiversity, forest ecosystems, and sustainable forestry. 

More than 300,000 WI jobs rely on the forest industry that produces nearly $20 billion worth of forest products every year.

WI SAF is in favor of taking whatever measures are necessary to maintain the deer herd at levels compatible with sustainable forest management.
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