2009 Wisconsin Society of American Foresters Historical Summary: 
    (DRAFT)
Officers: 
Chair                       James Kerkman  
Chair Elect              Jerry VanCleve
Secretary                 Willard Smith   
Treasurer                 Julie Peltier
Executive Committee: 
Wisconsin Council on Forestry                                Robert Rogers
Membership                                                               David Czysz                           
Program                                                                      John Du Plissis
Policy and Legislation                                                Robert Mather
Communications                                                         Kirsten Held
Education and Training                                               Brian Spencer
Awards                                                                       Gary VanderWyst
Forestry/Conservation Hall of Fame                          Thomas Albrecht
Continuing Forestry Education Coordinator              Melinda Vokoun
Forest Science and Technology                                   Paul Doruska
Foresters Fund                                                             Jeffrey Barkley
Historian                                                                      Willard Kiefer
Special/Other Appointments

Webmaster                                                                 Paul Pingrey
 Newsletter Editor                                                     Kirsten held

Region V Rep to National SAF Council                   Greg Russell
House of Society Delegates Chair                             Gary VanderWyst
SAF E6 Forest Certification Working Group Chair  Paul Pingrey

NRCS Representative                                                Miles Benson
District Fellow Review Commmittee Rep.                John Vrablec
Chapter Officers:     Chair                            Secretary/Treasurer
Chippewa             James Gallagher              Richard Strauss
Fox Valley            Ray Perry                        
Mid Wisconsin     Charles Mentzel              Steve Edge
Northeast              Lee Steigerwaldt              _

Southeast              Randy Cooper             _

Southwest             Carmen Wagner              Paul Pingrey
UWM                                                           Adv Ray Guries                             
UWSP                   Tom Tompkins              Adv Paul Doruska
Membership- 396
 Chippewa Chapter 48, Fox Valley 30,   Mid WI 73, Northeast 95, Southeast 34, Southwest 60, UWSP Student 33, UWM Student 18, WI 5(no Ch Id’)
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Awards/Honors:

Fellow                                                                     James Gallagher,  Samuel Radcliffe
John Macon                                                             Allan Waelchli
Wisconsin Forestry Hall of Fame                            Dr. Robert Engelhard
Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame                    Herbert F. Behnke, Martin Hanson,                           
                                                                                 Charles H Stoddard
Mike King Memorial Field Forester of The Year,    
SAF District V Field Forester of The Year, &

National SAF Presidential Field Forester Achievement Award – Mark Gawron 
National SAF Communicator of the Year               Jeremy Solin
Executive Committee/State Business Meeting Actions:
 Executive Committee reaffirmed their support for the Woodland Advocate Program by indicating the availability of our six WI SAF Chapters for sources of assistance in a letter to the Wisconsin Family Forests. 
The National SAF electronic voting procedures received approval of the Executive Committee with a provision for a procedure for chapter members that do not have internet access to have a method to vote.  
Chairman James Kerkman sent correspondence to Representative Sherdian expressing WI SAF’s position for retaining the Forestry Assembly Committee in the State Assembly.  The Assembly Forestry Committee was retained.
Exec Committee approved the reimbursement of up to $500 for expenses to the student chapters that attended the national convention. 
Chair Kerkman and WI SAF Members sent letters to both WI Senators Kohl and Goldfine and Rep Tammy Baldwin supporting the inclusion of federal and private lands in federal legislation to allow them to produce and provide forest biomass that will count towards our National Renewable Energy Standards. 
The Executive Committee, with participation of the chapters, donated two St Croix Arvid 7’ fishing rods with reels and the new Silviculture of Oaks, 2 ed, for the National Convention Raffle. Provided up to $1500 towards support for the 2009 Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment held at UWSP, on November, 2009. Executive Committee approved a donation of $500.00 towards the Al Waelchli Memorial in Shawano. 
 HSD Chair Gary VanderWyst reported the National Headquarters site was pulled off the real estate market due to declining market conditions.

James Kerkman reported the 2009 National Leadership Academy was cancelled due to low enrollment.                                    
Chairman James Kerkman presented the WI SAF Position Statement and comments on White Tailed Deer in Wisconsin to the Joint State Legislative Committee on the 2009 Deer Season and Deer Herd Management December 17th.
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Committee Reports: 
Wisconsin Council on Forestry                             

Robert Rogers reports the Council accepted the Woody Biomass Harvest Guideline and Implementation Report.  The report includes a plan for the DNR to hold training sessions on BHG’s throughout the state, a start date to implement the BHG’s, including a monitoring system. Council approved Forestry’s BMP’s for invasive species.
Membership
Two UWSP students have requested mentors. One has been matched to a mentor and the other in the process for a mentor.             
Program                                               
The revised procedure for one statewide conference/meeting per year continues due to the current economic down turn. The session for 2009 is the 2009 Midwest Jack Pine Symposium in Odanah, WI on August 25 and 26. The symposium is a joint effort of the WI SAF - Mid Wisconsin Chapter and the Wildlife Society. 
Policy & Legislation                            

Proposed legislative action on the national level is limiting the wide use of woody biomass resources that could meet the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007    mandate. Forestry partners are urged to contact their congressional representatives.
Communications/News Letter              
WI SAF News Letter was published in February 2009 on the WI SAF Web Site.  An ad was submitted to the Wausau Paper Forestry Supplement on our new SAF public relations effort “Trees are the Answer”. Publication cost approved by the Executive Committee.

Education & Training:
The Education and Training Committee is to develop plans for 4 Woody Biomass Market workshops to be co-hosted with local SAF Chapters in cooperation with UW Extension.  Purpose of the workshops is to educate those involved in woody biomass; new technology in estimating woody biomass volume, harvesting techniques, and the implementation of the newly developed Biomass Harvesting Guidelines with BMPs.
A Biomass Harvesting and Processing Equipment Exposition was held on August 19th & 20th at Hazlehurst co-hosted by the NE Chapter. Several sites were visited where specific biomass utilization techniques were carried out and planned pre-harvest  sites.
Continuing Forestry Education(CFE)  
Chair Melinda Vokoun reports 63 events were approved for Continuing Forestry Education Credits during 2009  
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Forester’s Fund
Wisconsin SAF was very successful in securing funds from the National Foresters Fund. National Foresters Fund project funding:
1. Oak Forests of the Driftless Area – an interactive exhibit for the Myrick Hixon Eco Park Nature Center of La Crosse, Wi, was approved for two projects, a $1500 and a $2000 project.  Purpose of the exhibit is to increase the environmental awareness of the value of the forests in the driftless area of Wisconsin. The Midwest Chapter was the sponsor of this project, with additional support from UW Extension and the Environmental Resources Center. 
2. Forest Biomass Workshops was approved for $1000 to help support the four WI SAF planned workshops to be co-hosted by individual chapters.
3. A $500 grant to help support the Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment, with joint funding from WI SAF.

State SAF Foresters Fund project funding:
1. The State Executive Committee approved a State Foresters Fund grant of $750 to

      support the High School Conference on the Environment. Additional support was
      provided by: Mid Wisconsin Chapter- $250, Fox  River Valley- $250, Southwest

     Chapter- $250, NE Chapter $250 and the Nature Conservancy-$550.  
2. “The Tree Farmer” project was funded for $225. Purpose of the project is to
purchase 36 copies of “The Tree Farmer” for the elementary schools in the  Rhinelander Area. A program would be presented to the 2 & 3 grade classes       about the Tree Farmer and then present each class copies of the book for their library.

3.   “Trees Are The Answer”, SAF’s new logo project was funded for__?__ to purchase “Trees Are The Answer” tee shirts for each 4th & 5th grade students in the Chequamegon School  District(Park Falls) with a discussion and presentation on “Trees Are The Answer”.                                            
NRCS
Greg Rebman, former Area Resource Conservationist in Appleton and a 27 year member of SAF has accepted a direct appointment to the Madison State Office to serve as the Wisconsin NRCS State Forester. The NRCS Technical Advisory Committee had put pressure on to get this position filled to promote good forestry practices statewide.  Greg fills a role urgently need due to the increased emphasis on forestry in the 2008 AG Bill. The Forestry Advisory Sub-Committee is giving emphasis to the drift less area of the 4 states because of concerns for forest management and its effect on wildlife and its influence on the Mississippi Watershed.
Chapter Chair Reports 
Chippewa Chapter

Chippewa Chapter hosted a chapter meeting June 3rd in Park Falls. Attendees toured the Flambeau River Papers Mill and receive the latest information on the Bio-fuel project the company is working on,
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Chapter will support the purchase of transplant trees for planting at the Park Falls and Butternut Schools.

Chapter held a Foresters Picnic on July 30th at Clam Lake, the food and beverage provided by the Chapter in an effort to increase out active membership..
Fox River Valley

Held a Winter meeting 1/26 at the Fox Valley Technical Institute.  Approved $250 to help sponsor the High School Conference on the Environment. Two technical items were covered in the program: biomass guidelines and an update by Bill McNee and Ron Jones on the emerald ash borer with thoughts on ash management. Donated $25 towards  the purchase of a rod and reel for National SAF Convention raffle.
Report on the Allen Waelchli Memorial: 1.The bench will be composite strands of cedar slats for seat and back, 2. a granite rock with plaque memorializing Al as Shawano City Forester, consulting forester, and as a member of the contributing organizations listed, and 3. northern red oak trees will be planted around bench and plaque. The chapter donated $200 towards the memorial.  The WI SAF acknowledges the thank you letter from Sue Waelchli for the memorial and for the Shawano Optimists Club’s establishment of the Allen Waelchli Scholarship Fund.  

Chapter held a joint meeting with the Great Lakes Timber Professional Association on October 6 in the Wittenberg area. Following the business meetings of both organizations, Joe Kovach gave a review of northern hardwood management. Following the lunch provided by Thilmany, both groups rotated through four field stations where topics on forest health, NH marking-order of tree removal, invasive species, and wildlife impacts were discussed. Chapter established a committee to review and develop their chapter by-laws.
Mid-Wisconsin
Chapter meeting held on March 5 at Wisconsin Rapids with a tour of the Domtar chip mill and wood yard.  Mid-Wisconsin is the sponsor of the state wide fall meeting. Title is; Jack Pine Symposium 2009, at Odanah, near Ashland August 25-27.
Chapter met on June 11 at the Castle Mound Campground. Discussed timber sale monitoring followed by a business meeting.  Continued planning for the fall statewide at Odanah.
Donated $250 towards the Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment.  Donated $25 towards purchase of a rod and reel for the National SAF Convention raffle.

Mid-Wisconsin reports the Jack Pine Symposium held August  25-27 was a success. There were 186 in attendance. Forester’s Fund netted $895.00

Final meeting of the year was held  at the Myrick-Hixon Ecopark. The chapter applied earlier in the year for and received funding for two Foresters Fund projects for the Oak Forests of the Driftless Area Display, one for $1500 and another for $2000.  The display will be located in the Myrick-Hixton Ecopark in La Crosse. Toured the new building and discussed  the need for more funding to complete the Oak Forests of the Driftless Area Display
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Northeast Chapter

Held several meetings during the year, primarily working the 2010 Spring Conference – “Recreation and Forest Management”, March 10-11 in Marinette, WI. This is a joint effort between WI and MI SAF’s.  

Donated $250 towards the Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment.

Donated $25 for the rod and reel donated to the national SAF Conference raffle.

Supported Dave Czysz’s “Tree Farmer” Book project application to the Foresters Fund for presentation and placement in the Rhinelander Area schools.
Southeast Chapter
Held a chapter meeting on March 25 in Milwaukee, with an informal question and answer session with Kent Connaughton, Regional Forester, USFS. State Fair officals informed the chapter they have decided to discontinue Ag venture days.  Future plans are to have a joint visit to the Leopold Shack and Legacy Center with the SW Chapter.
Southwest Chapter

Chapter approved providing $300 to sponsor two teachers to attend the 2009 Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment.

Held a chapter meeting on Oct 1st followed by a presentation by Scott Bowe on the forecast for pulp and timber markets.  Paul Doruska, UWSP, presented his results that examined the impact of biasing diameter by 1 inch and sticks by 1 and logs ½ when working on inventory results using variable and fixed plot radius. 

UWSP Student
The chapter along with the other forestry-related student groups sponsored the Annual Forestry Banquet. The speaker was J. Bradley, State Fuels Management Specialists for the Utah BLM, speaking about fuels management that he has been involved with.

Three chapter members were guests of the Wisconsin County Forest Association at their annual meeting at Mole Lake.

Toured a maple syruping operation at Greenwood in March run by the parents of Luke Nigon, student chapter member. Students were able to participate in collecting the sap and sample the syrup on some homemade pancakes.

On May 1st, the chapter combined with the Student Society of Ecological Restoration on a tour of the Menominee Tribal Forest. They visited several sites where different harvests have occurred or were planned. They were given an explanation of how the harvest is regulated on the forest by demonstrating timber type maps and management objectives.
The chapter assists with the College Day For Kids program. They assisted Paul Doruska in teaching the kids how to use the Biltmore Stick and other modern forestry tools.

The chapter coordinates with the Middelton-Cross Plains area school district to assist in training the members of their Envirothon Team. Typically three chapter members spends a day with the students, tree ID, covering forest management, and other basic aspects of forestry.

Each spring the chapter makes their services available for planning trees to local landowners, at $0.10 per tree on various tree planting projects.
                                                         (6)

Each semester the chapter has t-shirts and sweatshirts printed with the Chapter Logo on  the back as a way to advertise the chapter.

Chapter hosted the 2nd annual Woodchuck Games ,a friendly timber sports and quiz bowl combined event for Lake States forestry programs. University of Minnesota and the University of Wisconsin-Madison  participated.
The chapter participated in twelve  weekly meetings and other similar events involving topics of forestry  interest.

Adam LaSalle, 2009 graduate and student SAF Chapter member, won the Stihl Timbersports Collegiate Championship in late June, earning a spot on the professional tour for 2009/2010. He is planning on competing. As a result of Adam’s victory in the Midwest Regional, Stihl donates $1000 to the program of the victory’s choice. Adam
specified that the donation be made to the UWSP student chapter for conclave equipment /support. The chapter was very appreciative of his request.
Eight students attended the national SAF Convention in Orlando, FL in the fall, with Tom Tompkins and Sarah Johnson presenting research papers. The quiz bowl team was eliminated in an early round by Humbolt State University. The student chapter was again nominated for the Outstanding Student Chapter this year, but did not finish in the top three places. This second nomination as the Outstanding Student Chapter recognizes their effort as an extremely active chapter.
The student chapter hosted a Mid-Wisconsin Chapter meeting in October and is planning to do the same in 2010.

The student chapter competed in the Conclave held at Southern Illinois University, and placed third out of nine teams. They did very well which was carried by the performance of the woman on the team who placed in many events. Andrew Gollnick finished second in the Stihl Timbersports Collegiate Challenge. The winner was decided by an exciting sudden death “cut-off” as Andrew and an individual from SIU were tied for first.
Several chapter students have signed up for the WI SAF mentor program.       

2009 State Meeting/Symposium      August 25 and 26th, Bad River Conference Center,    

Odanah, WI. Hosted by the Mid Wisconsin Chapter, Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

Midwest Jack Pine Symposium
Charles Mentzel, WI SAF    Welcome and Introductions       Rated for ____CFE Credits
Dr. Dave Cleland, US Forest Service        Pre-European distribution of jack pine and

                                                                  related disturbance

Dr. Lisa Schulte, University of Iowa         Historic structure of jack pine and present day             
                                                                   changes

Ryan Magana, Wisconsin DNR                Jack pine community, plants and animals

Steve Courtney, Wisconsin DNR              Jack pine’s role in fire, fuels management and
                                                                   the Cottonville Fire

Jean Perkins, Hiawatha National Forest    Jack pine reforestation and Kirtland’s Warbler  

                                                                  Habitat on the Hiawatha National Forest

Dr. Bob Heyd, Michigan DNR                Jack pine diseases and pathogens
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Dr. Greg Corace  US Fish & Wildlife S, Seny NWR   Afternoon Facilitator
Dr. Eunice Padley, Wisconsin DNR        Wisconsin’s Biomass Harvest Guidelines

Dr David Rothstein, Michigan State University Harvesting intensity and rotation

                                                                 length on carbon and nutrient cycling
Dr. Scott Bowe, University of Wisconsin  Economic markets for jack pine

Scott Hull, Wisconsin DNR                     
Multi-species barrens management

Armund Bartz, Wisconsin DNR              Planning for barrens management-

                                                                 from Kirtland’sWarbler to Karner Blues

Dr. John Probst, US Forest Service        Kirtland’s Warbler ecology and management
Andy Paulis, Wisconsin DNR                 Wrap up
Evening social, dinner, awards

Christie Deloria, US Fish & Wildlife Service      Welcome and introductions

Panel Discussion- representatives from:  Bayfield County, WI, Fort McCoy, WI,  Marquette County, MI, Michigan DNR, Plum Creek Timber Co, Wisconsin DNR,

Hiawatha National Forest, Seny National Wildlife Refuge

Dr. Kim Hall, Michigan State University    Climate change discussion

Eric Henderson, US Forest Service          Use of model to help jack pine management

                                                                 for multiple use benefits

Darrell Zastrow, Wisconsin DNR           Moving forward and wrap-up

Field trip afternoon                                        Regeneration trials in jack pine

Sponsors of this Jack Pine Symposium

Wisconsin Society of American Foresters   Michigan Technological University

US Fish and Wildlife Service                    Wisconsin County Forest Association 

      Ecological Services

      Seney NWR                                          Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

      Kirtland’s Warbler WMA                    
                                                                     Michigan Department of Natural Resources

US Forest Service                                       

      Cheqamegon-Nicolet NF                       University of Wisconsin-Extension
      Hiawatha National Forest                     

      Ottawa national Forest                           University Wisconsin- Stevens Point
 Plum Creek Timber Company                     The Nature Conservancy

Addendum-final fiscal report
     The 2009 fiscal report will be in our yearly summary but would not be reproduced in our “History” book.
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