Wisconsin SAF Executive Meeting

Best Western Riverfront Inn

Marinette, WI

March 9, 2010
Attendees: Will Smith, Jim Kerkman, Jerry Van Cleve, Julie Peltier, Jay Gallagher, Gary Vander Wyst, David Czysz, Carmen Wagner, Brian Spencer, RJ Wickham, John Grosman, Will Kiefer, John Kotar, Haakon Hagemeister, Doug Brown, Greg Russell, Kirsten Held 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM and the antitrust statement was covered.  No repairs to the agenda required.
The minutes from the January 2010 executive meeting were reviewed.  Motion to approve by Jim Kerkman, 2nd by Dave Czysz, approved.
Chair’s Report – A written report was submitted.  
Treasurer’s Report – Julie Peltier presented an updated spreadsheet.  Motion to accept by Gary VanderWyst, 2nd by Will Smith, Accepted.

Julie provided tax exempt cards for use at Wal-Mart and Office Max.

Bulk mailing permit costs $185 per year.  With electronic communications, is there a need to continue maintaining a bulk permit?


Action Item:  Julie and Jerry will discuss with John Duplissis on details of bulk mailing  
District Representative’s Report – Greg Russell
Membership issues 

· 6500 names were removed from the active membership.  35% of income is from member dues so finances follow membership.  The council accepts operating in the red for this year to maintain member services. There is a potential for dues increases, comparing our dues to other professional organizations.

· Considering a ring for recognition

Working with a reforestation project in Haiti – Clinton Foundation.  Teaching lifestyle changes for heating and cooking.

Fund raising at Headquarters selling paver stones.

Dues – Student members that retain their membership after graduation will keep $85 rate for five years.
Governor’s Council Report – Bob Rogers not present
A written report on the study on the MFL program

Old Business
1.  The tellers committee confirmed the election results with the mail in ballots considered.
2. To change the by-laws on electronic voting, the proposal will be put in a newsletter with a return by mail portion.

3. Success stories are due from Jim Kerkman, Charles Mentzel, and Ray Perry

4. The Wisconsin bid on the National Convention failed partially because of the lodging costs.  The Madison Chamber of Commerce is working with national on the 2013 potential, possibly due for a joint meeting with the Canadians.  Jerry will contact the Madison Chamber.  Possible alternative is a joint effort with MN in Duluth.
Committee & Chapter Reports:
Membership Committee – David Czysz submitted a written report
Program Committee – John DuPlissis was not present.  A written report was submitted.  The topic for 2011 is the 100 year anniversary of nurseries, a regeneration symposium, maybe in summer.
Policy & Legislation – Bob Mather was not present.  A written report was submitted. 
Communications Committee – Kirsten Held and Jim Kerkman proposed to end mailed newsletters, opting for electronic newsletters.  The discussion led to quarterly newsletters with the chapter chairs responsible to match up with members without e-mail.  An amendment was proposed to have e-mail notification of a newsletter, while the newsletter will be on the website.  A motion to accept with the amendment made by John Kotar, 2nd by Gary VanderWyst, passed.
Education & Training Committee – Brian Spencer submitted a written report. 
Awards Committee – Gary Vander Wyst reminded the committee that Mike Gawron was field forester of the year.  Only one nominee was made for 2010, it is due to regional by May 15th.
Miles Benson has 50 years in SAF.
CFE Committee – Melinda Vokoun was not present.  A written report was submitted.
Science & Technology – Paul Doruska  - No report
Foresters’ Fund – Jeff Barkley was not present.  A written report was submitted, no requests pending.
Forestry Hall of Fame Committee – Tom Albrecht was not present.  A written report was submitted.
Historian – Will Kiefer submitted a draft of the 2009 historical summary for review and comments.
NRCS –David Czysz provided a written report, highlighting an update on the Technical Service Provider program.
Chapter Reports

Chippewa – Jay Gallagher sent a written report, no activity.
Fox River Valley – RJ Wickham provided a written report, no activity.
Mid-Wisconsin – Charles Mentzel provided a written report.
Northeast – Lee Steigerwaldt sent a written report.
Southeast – Randy Cooper sent a written report.
Southwest – Carmen Wagner sent a written report.
UW Madison – No report.
UW Stevens Point – No report. 
New Business
John Grosman presented two handouts concerning potential leadership development for SAF officers.
Four handouts were provided concerning deer management in Wisconsin.  They included the WISAF position statement on white-tailed deer, deer population goals, deer management talking points for member’s use at meetings, and deer unit population goals by Will Kiefer.
Next meeting will be scheduled for June 16, 2010, location TBD.
Adjourned at 945 PM
