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                                               Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

                                                     State Executive Meeting Minutes

                                         March 8th, 2004, Stoney Creek Inn, Mosinee

Attendence: Jeff Barkley, Kirsten Held, Mark Heyde, Ray Guries, Gary VanderWyst, Will Kiefer, Julie Peltier, Jim Kerkman, Bob Rogers, Jerry VanCleve, Paul Delong, Jan Harms, John DuPlissis, John Scott, Roberta Kunzman, Greg Rebman, Dave Czyz, Will Smith, Miles Benson, Bill Klase, Gary Zielske

Call to Order

Chair DuPlissis called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM and read the anti-trust statement.

Agenda Repair

DuPlissis asked that a funding request for the American Marten Project, a potential joint meeting with the Wildlife Society, and chapter grants be added to new business.  VanderWyst requested that missing chapter financial reports and the budget be added to new business.

Approval of the Minutes from the Septer 16th, 2003 Meeting

Zielske presented the minutes of the September 16h, 2003 meeting. Vander Wyst motioned to approve the minutes, Kiefer seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

Chair's Report

DuPlissis presented the chair's report.  John's goals and objectives for his term in office focus on strengthening SAF by building leadership and membership.  He offered several ideas for the committee to consider in his "Chair's Manifesto".  John requested feedback from the committee by May 31st.  John also explained how the House of Society Delegates convener system allows membership to submit ideas.  Harms and Benson stressed the importance of this avenue for ideas.

Treasurer's Report

Vander Wyst presented a written report which included the Audit Team report.  The team found the records to be accurate and correct, commending Vander Wyst for an excellent job in maintaining the financial records.  Gary shared information on a funding request from John Olson for the American Marten Project.  There are no funds vailable in the 2004 budget to assist with the project.  2003 Chapter financial reports have not been submitted for 3 chapters.  Kerkman motioned to approve the treasurer's report, seconded by Rogers, passed unanimously.

Old Business

DuPlissis reported on the proposal to share office space with Wisconsin Professional Loggers Association and Wisconsin County Forest Association.  The current secretary for the associations is not interested in working any additional hours at this time.  Potential may exist with other partners such as SAF Executive Committees in adjacent states.  Klase asked about potential for 1-800 line as a phone contact.  Harms asked what the SAF mailing address is and noted it should be listed on the website. Rogers motioned to make the College of Natural Resources, University of Wisconsin, 800 Reserve St., Stevens Point, the State SAF address, seconded by VanderWyst, passed unanimously.

Committee & Chapter Reports-

Membership Committee

Czysz presented a written report.  The membership goal for the end of 2004 is 510.  Current WI membership is 516, having increased 2 years in a row. Following a successful membership drive at UWSP, Dave needs mentors for student members.  Dave presented information on the mentor program, and an SAF Member Profile form for those willing to become mentors.  Mentoring is a 1 year commitment, primarily responding to questions over the phone, and attending 1 student function.  Harms suggested mentors invite students to one of their chapter meetings.  Rogers indicated that Jay Cravens generously offered to pay for 
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1/2 of the dues for students that joined SAF.  A proposal to increase state dues will be presented to the membership via the newsletter and at the fall meeting.

Program Committee

Harms presented a written report.  Southeast Chapter will host the Fall 04 meeting, Fox Valley Chapter, Spring 05, and Southwest Chapter, Fall 05.  Jan reminded chapters to send program ideas to him.  WI Wildlife Society has requested to hold a joint meeting with WI SAF in March 05- Fox Valley's time slot.  Rebman will pursue this idea with their chapter.

Policy & Legislation

Guries presented a written report.  Ray has provided additional testimony on behalf of WI SAF for the Assembly Committee on Forestry regarding AB12 (educational requirements of foresters) and AB13 (damaged timber).  Ray also provided testimony on AB 323 (proposed changes to Wisconsin's Managed Forest Law).  AB323 is likely to be acted on by the governor in April.

Communications Committee 

Kerkman presented a written report.  Held provided the deadlines for submitting items to be included in the 4 newsletter issues planned for 2004- March 19, June 18, September,17, and December 10th.  Kerman provided a handout on the Girl Scout Forestry Patch requirements, which is similar to the Boy Scout merit badge (scaled back this year).  Rogers suggested scanning the governor's proclamation of The Year of Wisconsin Forestry, and the SAF logo be scanned into the website, and that the proclamation should also be placed in the Forestry Hall of Fame.  Held indicated updates are needed for the website.  Many chapter sites are blank.  Pingrey had provided a written update.  Paul agreed to serve as the WI SAF webmaster.  Paul will update sites for the chapters if they get the information to him via E-mail-www.digitalgrove.net.  Kirsten also reminded the 2004, 100 year anniversary of WI DNR Forestry is the WI SAF 85th Anniversary, and volunteers are needed for a July 10th Family Forest Festival, at Camp 5 in the Northeast Chapter area. 

Education and Training Committee

Rickenbach submitted a written report.  The committee is participating in discussions to develop a leadership education program for public and private managers, with hopes of coordinating an annual or biannual program to build leadership in the forest sector.  Current discussions include participants from Wisconsin and Minnesota.  A brainstorming session is planned for spring 2004.
Awards Committee
Delong presented a written report.  Paul also presented Will Kiefer with an SAF Fellow Certificate.  Will and Gene Francisco were elected SAF Fellows in 2003.  Gene will be recognized at the banquet (Will was not able to attend the banquet).  Paul also presented Miles Benson the John Macon Award plaque for 2002.  Emil Falasky, Richard Smith, and John Spoerke, became Golden Members this year and will be recognized at future events for their 50 years of membership.  UWSP won the Humboldt Challenge and the student chapter will be acknowledged at the meeting.  Benson reported that the Forestry Hall of Fame nominee is Cecil G. (Mac) Mclaren, the first industrial forester in the state.  His employers in Wisconsin 1927-1971 included Tomahawk Kraft Paper Co., which became National Container Corp. and then Owes-Illinois, Inc.  Harms reminded that past nominees could and should be nominated again.  

CFE Committee

Van Cleve submitted a written report.  Tim Tollefson (Mid-Wisconsin Chapter) received a CFE Certificate in February, the 8th Tim has earned since 1986!  CFE Coordinators are considering dropping the program due to low participation, and the availability of the Certified Forester program.  Details on both programs are available on the SAF web site-www.safnet.org. 

Forest Science Committee

No report, chair vacant.
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SAF Council

Kotar provided a written report from the council.  The council met twice since the National Convention in Buffalo,- December 6-7 and Feb 21-22.  Several items appear continuously on Council agendas.  One is the 

strategic plan, the 2004 version of which can be viewed on the SAF web site.  The Code of Ethics is another.  John offers to relay member's thoughts on this issue (or any SAF or our professions issues) to the council.  Membership is also a continuing concern, with national membership declining again this year.  The National Leadership Academy is being reinstated this year, to be held May 22-26, and is an outstanding opportunity to gain a better understanding of the structure and function of SAF, and valuable training in leadership skills.  The Council is pursuing negotiations with the Renewable Natural Resources Foundation regarding difficult business relationships that have evolved over decades of sharing the Wild Acres property.  The SAF National Convention is to be held jointly with the Canadian Institute of Forestry (joint meeting is held only once each decade) in Edmonton, Alberta, Oct. 2-6.  

Foresters Fund
Barkley presented a written report. WI SAF donated 3 hand painted turkey feathers to the Forester's Fund auction for the national convention at a cost of $90.00.   Barkley presented grant applications for the Butternut Nature Trail and Trees for Tomorrow.  After discussion Barkley motioned to approve the Trees for Tomorrow request ($4980 Special Grant), Kerkman seconded.  After discussion it was decided to have Barkley contact Trees for Tomorrow and have them restructure a portion of their project by the June 15 deadline to more closely align with the goals and purpose of the Foresters' Fund grant.  It was felt that the funding chances were very slim given the stringent requirements for the special grant fund.   Rogers motioned to table the Butternut Nature Trail request, suggesting they restructure to strengthen tie ins to forestry and resubmit, seconded by Kerkman, passed with 1 abstention.

History Committee

Kiefer presented a written report.  All files dated year 2000 and earlier that have been accumulated by the Historian are now in the archives at UWSP, Stevens Point.  To date, there is 17.5 cubic feet of files in the archives. 

Women In SAF

No report.

Forestry Hall of Fame/Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame
Benson reported that Robert Englehard is handling both the Forestry Hall of Fame and the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame.

Chapter Reports



Chippewa Chapter 

Kiefer presented a written report by Gallagher.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for the end of March or early April, to hear Sally Hess-Samuelson (USFS Planner) speak on the Chequamegon/Nicolet Forest Plan.  Several Habitat for Humanity tree planting projects are planned for spring.  Gary Vander Wyst is working with Butternut School District to establish a nature trail/outdoor classroom on school property. 

Fox River Valley Chapter                                                                                        

Rebman presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for May, and they are working to revitalize the chapter.

Mid Wisconsin Chapter

Smith presented a written report.  A chapter meeting was held in Black River Falls in December where Jack Halbreder, DNR Forester, gave a presentation on the formation, history, and current activities of the Black River State Forest.  A chapter meeting was also held in February at UWSP.  After the business meeting the group attended a 
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presentation by Bill Banzhaf to the Student Chapter.  Meetings are also planned for May at Ellsworth, August at Fort McCoy, and December at Black River Falls. 



Northeast Chapter

Scott presented a written report.  The chapters focus has been planning for the current Spring 2004 statewide meeting.  Facilities were reserved and speakers lined up well in advance.  A December chapter meeting was well attended and participated in panel 

discussion on red maple management and marketing.  An Arbor Day event is planned, as 

well as a summer meeting/tour to North Star Acres and Great Lakes Nurseries.  Dave Czysz is chair elect and Roberta Kunzman Secretary Treasurer.



Southeast Chapter

Peltier presented a written report.  Meeting dates of November 3rd and 4th are set for the Fall 2004 meeting on Non-Native Invasive Plant Species at the Country Inn Hotel and Conference Center in Waukesha.  The chapter will run an SAF booth for Kids Day at the State Fair with displays/activities provided by the communications committee.  The chapter is planning another "Walk In The Woods" in May.  A chapter meeting was held in February.  The chapter is looking at ways to increase chapter participation.  A chapter meeting will be held in conjunction with the walk in the woods and a future meeting is planned at the Seno Center. 



Southwest Chapter

Guries presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting is planned for April 16th to tour a model home, and the Forest Products Lab.



UWM Student Chapter
No report



UWSP Student Chapter



No report

New Business

Vander Wyst has not received financial reports from 3 chapters.  2004 Budget items were discussed.  Harms suggested submitting Foresters Fund Application for the State Fair and coloring books, and dropping 1 newsletter.  There are no funds budgeted to assist with the American Marten Project.  Harm's made a budget suggestion that project proposals can be made to the WI SAF Foundation equal to the amount of interest available.  Motion by Delong, seconded by Guries, passed unanimously.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

The next meeting will be held 10:00 am, July 12, at Wausau.
Respectfully Submitted by Gary Zielske, Secretary

