DRAFT

Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

State Executive Meeting Minutes

31 October, 2005, Wisconsin Dells

Attendance:  Will Smith, Jim Kerkman, Julie Peltier, Jeff Kante, Jeff Barkley, Will Keifer, Bob Fisher, Jerry Van Cleve, Jay Gallagher, David Czysz, Gary Vander Wyst, Ray Guries, Paul Pingrey
Call to Order

Chair-elect Gary VanderWyst called the meeting to order at 1830 and read the anti-trust statement
Agenda Repair

No agenda repairs submitted
Reading and approval of minutes from the March 15, 2005 meeting

Will Smith presented the minutes and the location of the last meeting and the date of the minutes to be approved was corrected.  Jim Kerkman moved to accept the corrected minutes, second by David Czysz.  Approved
Chair's Report
Chair DuPlissis was not present, but provided a written report in advance.  Chair-elect VanderWyst requested every chapter to provide the names of the new officers to Will Smith to update the executive mailing list.  Will sent a copy of the State Society officers currently on the national website for review.  DuPlissis coordinated a change in the program schedule to include the oak symposium to be held in the fall of 2006. 

Treasurer's Report
Gary VanderWyst provided a current spreadsheet showing the financial status of the Society.  There is approximately $2500 in expenditures not on the spreadsheet concerning the National Convention and the newspaper insert.  There are no large income activities pending.
David Czysz made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Julie Peltier.  Passed

District Representative's Report
Not present, no report
Governor's Council Report
Not present, no report.
Membership Committee

David Czysz provided a written report.  The Society is down a total of 19 members for the year, 14 full members.  The national membership continues to drop.  Discussion mentioned the number of foresters not working within the forestry field and the losses due to staff reductions in many areas.  Jay Gallagher asked if we could use CFE credit as an attraction to maintain certified status.   Maybe employers would subsidize membership dues for certified foresters.  Ray Guries mentioned that many county foresters do not feel they receive enough benefit from membership at the local level.  Jeff Barkley said that some counties assist their foresters by paying for membership or conference attendance.  Gary VanderWyst will contact the executive body of the Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin County Foresters Association to look for input on attracting these potential members.  He sends notices to US Forest Service, WCFA, and industry concerning meetings.

Program Committee
The program chair position is vacant.  John DuPlissis will perform duties.  The schedule is rearranged and shifted.  Gary VanderWyst informed the group that the national office has a list of speakers and information on many subjects.  Contact Louise Murgia for information.  There could be an expert available that we are not aware of at the local level.
Program status reported by responsible chapters


Fall 2005 – SW Chapter – Ray Guries discussed the collaboration with the Forestry Guild to put together this meeting.  Approximately 85 people registered.


Spring 2006 – Mid-Wisconsin Chapter – Bob Fisher reported the meeting will be in early June 2006 in Wisconsin Rapids.  The topic will be on Ash.  The approach/arrival of Emerald Ash Borer suggested this topic.


Fall 2006 – Executive Committee – Gary VanderWyst reported that John DuPlissis arranged to work with Bob Rogers on the international oak symposium to be held in Stevens Point next fall.


Spring 2007 – Northeast Chapter


Fall 2007 – Chippewa Chapter

Policy and Legislation

Ray Guries provided a written report.  There are no new legislative items to report.  Ray tendered his resignation as committee chair.  The meetings and legislation now occurs with too short of notice for him to keep up with.  He recommends that Bob Rogers or Bob Mather replace him since they are closely involved with the legislative process.  Gary VanderWyst and Ray Guries will approach these two people for their input.  
Communication 
Jim Kerkman provided a written report.  

The communication committee is still looking for chapter liaisons/members from several chapters.  

The traveling WISAF display still needs updates.  Digital photo inputs are requested from each chapter.  Next deadline for the newsletter is 30 January.
It is recommended that we have the printer process the newsletter for mailing.  There will be an additional cost involved.  The communication committee will have cost estimates for the next executive meeting for consideration in next year’s budget.  With three newsletters per year, it is requested that the deadline schedule for future newsletters be continuously included in the newsletter.

Education and Training

Committee chair vacant.  No report.
Awards
Gary VanderWyst reported for Paul DeLong that there is a candidate for next year’s John Macon Award.

CFE
Jerry Van Cleve provided a written report.  There were no certificates rewarded since the last meeting.  CFE information for this meeting is included in the registration packet.
Forest Science and Technology

Teague Prichard not present.  No report.
Foresters Fund
Jeff Barkley provided a written report.  There is a possibility for funding from the national office this year.  Prepare requests because the deadline will be in February.
The Fox River Valley decided not to follow through with the WWOA request form last meeting.

The Student Chapters requested funding for the national convention.  $50 per student (max $500) was approved with written reports on use of funds and position statement on VOS recommendations regarding students.  Reports are pending to Jeff Barkley.

Forestry / Conservation Hall of Fame
Bob Engelhard not present.  No report.
Historian
Will Keifer requested that archive items continue to go to him.
Chapter Reports

Chippewa Chapter
Jay Gallagher provided a written report.  The chapter donated $600 to UWSP to assist them to get to the national convention.  They had one meeting last week, hosted by the Washburn District of the Chequamegon/Nicolet National Forest.  The subject was prescribed burning to meet silvicultural objectives.
Fox River Valley Chapter

No report.
Mid-Wisconsin Chapter

Bob Fisher provided a written report.  The chapter had three meetings since the last state meeting.  The first was in conjunction with the UWSP science symposium.  Bob Rogers gave a presentation of the history of the forestry program at UWSP and the development of the curriculum.  In August the meeting was on a Mississippi River island being afforested by the US Army Corp of Engineers, US Fish and Wildlife Service and the US Geological Survey.  The third meeting was a business meeting in September.
Northeast Chapter

David Czysz provided a written report.  The chapter had a June meeting in Rhinelander to tour and discuss aspen issues.  An October meeting co-hosted an In-service training session on the new hardwood chapter for the DNR Handbook.  The chapter planted trees for five Habitat for Humanity homes, with the stock donated by the Great Lakes Nursery.

Southeast Chapter

Julie Peltier provided a written report.  A June social meeting was held at the Mineshaft in Hartford.  In august, the chapter visited the Kettle Moraine Northern Unit and discussed certification.  Jeff Kante did a presentation for Arbor Day.  The chapter participated at the State Fair again this year.
Southwest Chapter
Ray Guries provided a written report.  The chapter met in April at a presentation of “The Greatest Good”.  Planning for the current meeting consumed the remainder of the time.

UWM Student Chapter

No report

UWSP Student Chapter

No report

New Business

The audit team for this year will come from members of the Chippewa Chapter.  They are closest to the treasurer’s location.

Gary VanderWyst emphasized the need for everybody to keep the executive up to date on who is filling positions at the chapter and committee levels to ensure communication.

A proposal initiated by Mark Heide to provide refreshments at the WI DNR statewide recruitment meeting was discussed.  The cost of two half-barrels through the catering service (mandatory use of service at convention center) is $560.  The executive felt that is may be a worthwhile investment to gain exposure.  Jim Kerkman made a motion to provide the refreshments at a cost of $560, seconded by Will Keifer.  Passed

There is a Chair-Elect membership challenge to give $500 to the chapter with the greatest increase in membership in the coming year.  There was no consensus on the measurement for the greatest increase, percent increase or raw numbers.  Either method seemed to be unfair to one chapter or another.  The subject is tabled until Spring to explore the options.
Future national conventions

2006 - October 25-29 in Pittsburgh, PA
2007 – Portland, OR

2008 – Reno, NV

Gary VanderWyst provided a summary of HSD decisions, many concerning VOS recommendations. One directly affecting the Society is removing the percentage limit on number of Fellows.
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita affected many forestry students.  Gary VanderWyst would entertain a motion to provide financial support to some of these students.  There are funds available in the Vanguard 7518 account (balance $12915).  A motion was made by Will Keifer, seconded by Will Smith to provide $1000 each to the state societies of Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi.  These funds are to provide support to students in financial need due to the hurricanes.  Mid-Wisconsin and Northeast chapters already voted to send funds to this effort.  It was decided that the chapter funds will be in addition to the state society donation.  The chapter funds will be sent through the state treasurer for convenience.  The original motion of the state society donating a total of $3000 from the Vanguard account passed.
Gary Vander Wyst reported that there were no nominations for chair-elect.  Julie Peltier and Jim Kerkman agreed to run for the office.  Will Smith will ask for nominations from the floor at the state business meeting.  Biographies for the nominees are due to Will Smith by November 11.  We expect election results before the end of the year.

Meeting adjourned at 2040

Submitted by Willard Smith, Secretary

