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                                               Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

                                                     State Executive Meeting Minutes

                              September 16, 2003, Holiday Inn Express, Black River Falls

Attendence: Bob Rogers, Gary Vander Wyst, Will Smith, Julie Peltier, Will Kiefer, Jeff Barkley, Mathew Davis, James Kerkman, Dave Czysz, Mark Heyde, John DuPlissis, Gene Francisco, Gary Zielske

Call to Order

Chair Rogers called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM and read the anti-trust statement.

Agenda Repair


DuPlissis asked that a request from Nancy Bozek of WWOA be added to new business.


Davis requested to present Mid WI Chapter report at 10:00 AM.

Approval of the Minutes from the March 5th, 2003 Meeting

Zielske presented the minutes of the March 5th, 2003 meeting. Vander Wyst motioned to approve the minutes, Czysz seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

Chair's Report

Rogers presented the chair's report.  The dates for the national convention in Buffalo, New York are October 25th-29th rather than those listed on SAF membership cards. Rogers will be attending the House of Society Delegates prior to the convention.  If any members have concerns they would like forwarded to the House of Society Delegates please relay them to Bob.  The SAF Leadership Academy was not held in 2003 but will be in 2004.  Both Rogers and DuPlissis encouraged attendance and advised that the committee does budget each year for a member to attend the academy.  Rogers is representing SAF on the Governors Council on Forestry.  This is the first time SAF has been represented on the council.  Forest certification is an issue the current council will be examining and Rogers is interested in feedback from members on certification.

Treasurer's Report

Vander Wyst presented a written report.  Chapters can greatly simplify committee bookkeeping by promptly cashing checks for dues reimbursents.  Outstanding checks currently total $99.00.  2004 income is not meeting budget estimate due to current low interest on operating accounts/funds, and some members opting not to pay state dues.  Vander Wyst recommended using the actual 2003 income for estimated 2004 income when preparing the budget.  The interest in the Forestry Hall of Fame account is not meeting needs of the program.  Better communication is needed between SAF and Hall of Fame.  Current checking account balance is $5,046 and well above required minimum.  Vander Wyst recommended transferring funds into money market account #7518.  Motion made by Heyde to transfer $2700 into account #7518, seconded by DuPlissis, passed unanimously.  There was discussion on members opting out of paying state dues.  Rogers suggested bringing this to the attention of the national office.  Francisco suggested chapter chairs, poll members as to why they don't pay state dues.  Vander Wyst will clarify with membership records and relay information to chapter chairs.  Vander Wyst motioned to approve treasurers report, seconded by Kiefer, passed unanimously.

Old Business

Barkley reported that Kretz Lumber Company's Forester's Fund Special Project Application was not funded.  SAF National Office did not believe the project had a strong enough link to WI SAF.  Total fund applications did exceed available funds.  Kretz may re-work the application and apply again at a future date.

Committee & Chapter Reports


Nominations Committee

Duplissis submitted a written report.  To date one nomination for Chair Elect has been received.  Gary Vander Wyst has accepted the nomination.  DuPlissis suggested 
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including chapter chair elections via same ballot.  A discussion followed on need to mail out ballots if there is only 1 candidate on the ballot, and possibility of including clip out ballot in a special edition of the newsletter, which would save both WI SAF and chapters both postage and printing costs.  DuPlissis will pursue this possibility with Held.

Membership Committee

Czysz presented a written report.  The membership goal for 2003 is 497.  Current WI membership is 459 (462 last year).  The numbers of full memberships has increased from 2002 but student memberships declined.  Czysz will check with national office to compare the number of new memberships vs past members dropping membership.  Czysz provided copies of a new SAF membership pamphlet.


Program Committee

DuPlissis presented a written report prepared by Harms, listing previous state meeting hosts, locations, and themes.  The schedule for the next 2 years is spring '04 Northeast Chapter, fall '04 Southeast, Spring '05 Fox Valley, Fall '05 Southwest.

Policy & Legislation

Heyde presented a written report prepared by Guries.  Guries provided written testimony (copy attached to report) on behalf of WI SAF for the Assembly Committee on Forestry regarding AB 323 (proposed changes to Wisconsin's Managed Forest Law).  

Communications Committee 

Kerkman presented the Communications report.  The committee has published 3 newsletters this year.  An add including pictures, was prepared and placed in the Wausau Herald.  Kerkman provided copies of the add.  Kerkman put together a packet about the boy scouts forestry merit badge project, is seeking assistance to work with scouts on forestry merit badges.

Education and Training Committee

No report.
Awards Committee

DuPlissis presented the awards committee report.  An idea was proposed to raise money for state forestry awards via raffles using the SAF Tax #, but this cannot be done. 

CFE Committee

No report.

Forest Science Committee

No report.

Foresters Fund
Barkley presented a written report.  Barkley encouraged chapters to submit projects, regular grant funds (up to $1500) are easy to get and under utilized.  A discussion followed on ideas for WI SAF donations to the Forester's Fund for the national convention.  Barkley will pursue purchase of $100 of woodcrafts, etc., items unique to Wisconsin for a donation.

History Committee

Kiefer presented a written report.  33 Copies of "A History Of Events Of The Wisconsin Society Of American Foresters - 1919-2000" were distributed at the spring meeting.  Anyone wishing to receive a copy should contact Will, 12 copies remain.  Kiefer submitted a suggested "Historian Page" for the new web site to Kirsten Held.
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Women In SAF



No report.


Forestry Hall of Fame



No report.

Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame

No report.

Chapter Reports



Chippewa Chapter 

Davis presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for October 9th, touring Governor Knowles State Forest, Crex Meadows, and post tornado cleanup and reforestation in the Siren area.  The chapter is also planning a Habitat for Humanity tree planting day in the fall or spring, and will be assisting the WPLA with a Log A Load for Kids project in October in the Glidden Area.  Davis asked if WI SAF can pay 1/2 of the cost of 2-3 trees for Habitat For Humanity?  Rogers suggested determining exact chapter needs and budgeting for in 2004.  Davis provided a copy of the summary the 2003 Chippewa Chapter Member Survey.

Fox River Valley Chapter                                                                                        

No report.

Mid Wisconsin Chapter

Smith presented a chapter report.  The chapter's recent activity has focused on planning the current Fall 2003 meeting.  Approximately 120 have registered for the meeting.



Northeast Chapter

Klase presented a written report.  The chapter held a summer meeting and training session on hardwood marking.  The chapter is continuing planning for the Spring 2004 statewide meeting to be held in the Wausau area.  The meeting topic will be lowland species.



Southeast Chapter

Peltier presented a chapter report.  The chapter held a "Walk In The Woods" last spring with 10 members assisting.  A chapter meeting will be held next week at the Lapham Peak Unit of the Kettle Moraine State Forest.  The chapter is planning the Fall 2004 meeting.  



Southwest Chapter

Heyde presented a written report prepared by Guries.  The chapter held 3 meetings the past year, touring the Lower Wisconsin Riverway in June and walnut plantings on private lands in September. Heyde commended Guries for his efforts in reinvigorating the chapter.



UWM Student Chapter



No report



UWSP Student Chapter



No report

New Business

Francisco presented a proposal to share secretary/office space/address with the Wisconsin County Forest Association and Wisconsin Professional Loggers Association.  Francisco explained that SAF will be more visible and approachable with a permanent address and 
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phone.  Csysz believed it is good to combine splinter groups with similar objectives.  Roger s expressed a concern that SAF may be perceived as a puppet of industry.  Rogers appointed DuPlissis to head committee to further examine the possibility of a shared office.  Miles and Vander Wyst will also serve on the committee.  DuPlissis will poll the executive committee via an anonymous E-mail survey.               

DuPlissis advised that WWOA will be holding "open woods", May 15th, in every county for their 25th anniversary.  WWOA hopes to have SAF members assist, as they would like to have a professional forester at each site.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 am.

The next meeting will be held 6:00 pm, March 8th, at Stoney Creek in Mosinee.
Respectfully Submitted by Gary Zielske, Secretary

