SAF State Executive Committee Meeting

Telemark Lodge
Cable, WI

Monday October 15, 2007

Members present:  Gary VanderWyst, Jim Kerkman, Julie Peltier, Jerry VanCleve, Jeff Kante, David Czysz, Bob Mather, Jeff Barkley, Bob Rogers, Allan Waelchli, Ray Perry, John Vrablec, Tom Albrecht, Tom Shockley, Will Kiefer, Jay Gallahger. 

State Chair VanderWyst called meeting to order at 7:10 PM. The anti-trust statement was covered.  

Minutes from the March 19th meeting were reviewed.  Motion to accept by Jim Kerkman, 2nd by Julie Peltier, approved.

Chair's Report – Gary offered clarification on the Michael W. King Memorial-Field Forester of the Year Award.  Funding for the plaque will come from interest on a CD account entitled “The Mike King Field Forester of the Year” account held at the First National Bank of Park Falls.  The recipient will receive a personal plaque and their name will also be placed on a plaque that has the awardees name from each year.  It was discovered that the name of the award was not approved by the committee.  Kerkman made a motion to name the award the Michael W. King Memorial-Field Forester of the Year Award, 2nd by Albrecht.  The motion was approved.
Gary asked the committee to consider assisting the Forestry Education Center with information and displays.  It is located in the Milwaukee area.  
Tom Albrecht was endorsed by Gary to be the Chair of the Wisconsin Forestry Hall of Fame Committee starting in 2008.

Treasurer’s Report – Julie reported that all the chapter treasurers cashed their checks within the 30 day time limit.  The actual income to date is $10,927.64 and expenditures are $10,438.45.  Motion by Czysz to accept the treasurer’s report and second by Barkley, the motion was approved.

District Representative’s Report – Bernie Hubbard was not present but will give the report at the state business meeting.
Governor's Council Report  - Bob Rogers highlighted the issues being addressed by the Council with a written report.   The council meets quarterly with the last meeting on September 11.  Some of the highlights of the last meeting include:
- Introduced the new DNR Secretary Matt Frank.
-Task force on woody biomass released its final report.
-Governor’s global warming task force.

Membership Committee – David reported the state membership is at 434 members.  He expects more mentor applications from students at Stevens Point.
Program Committee

 -F07 – Chippewa – Integrating Forest Management and Forest Hydrology - Jerry VanCleve spoke on meeting and reported that there are 120 participants registered.

-S08 – Southeast – Mar 19-20/08  Country Springs in Waukesha – subject is fragmentation of ownership and they are working on the agenda and lining up speakers.

-F08 – FRV – Waelchli and Perry reported the chapter is looking into topics and leaning toward woody biomass.   Jack pine and oak management are other possibilities.

-S09 – SW – Paul Pingrey is the acting chair and he is aware of the schedule.

Policy and Legislation  Bob submitted a written report.  There has been little activity since the state budget has not been passed to date.  Two bills were passed; WI Act 13 provides grants for catastrophic damage to urban forests from storms; Act 16 allows trucks to haul forest products loaded crossways on USH 2 in Iron or Ashland county traveling to Michigan.  SB 284 that authorizes DNR and local law enforcement to issue citations for open burning of solid waste is in committee.
Communications – Written report submitted.  Extra 2006 “Forests Forever” newspaper supplements are available for educational projects.  The ad from 2003 was placed in the 2007  “Forests Forever” newspaper supplement.  Jim is seeking volunteers to chair the Communications Committee starting in 2008 when he is the Chair.
Education and Training No report.  

Awards Gary gave the announcement for the first call of nominations for the John Macon Award.  The nominations are due on December 31.  

CFE  Written report submitted. 
Science and Technology  No report

Forester’s  Fund  Written report.  Two projects were funded from national; $3,500 for the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center and $500 to register the national SAF display at the National Tree Farm Conference.  WI-SAF funded $500 to register our state display at the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board meeting in Stevens Point. 
Forestry/Conservation Hall of Fame   October 1 is the call for nominees to the Hall of Fame, SAF in encouraged to put in a nomination.  There were no new inductees this year.  Tom Albrecht takes over as chair of the committee after the May 18, 2008 meeting.
 Historian   No report.

NRCS  No report.
Women in SAF   The position will be kept open, but idle.  If somebody comes to the Exec committee expressing a desire to become active in this capacity, the position will become active.

Chapter Reports
Chippewa – written report  
FRV- written report

Mid-WI – written report 

Northeast – written report 

Southeast – written report – the chapter is busy planning the spring ‘08 meeting.
Southwest – a training meeting is scheduled for June 26th at the Leopold Legacy Center

UWSP –  written report
UW Madison – Ray Guries sent an email asking for financial assistance to send students to the national SAF meeting in Portland.  Gary responded to Ray with the process for requesting funds for the trip.
New Business
A standardized agenda was presented to be used for all state business meetings, highlighting discussing action items only.  It will be used for the spring “08 meeting.
The new electronic voting through national was discussed, with significant savings to the society and chapters.  National came out with an update on the electronic elections along with a schedule for getting information to the national office in time to allow state elections concurrently with the national elections.  WISAF decided not to get involved with the process this year but will sign on for the chair-elect process in 2009.
ACTION ITEM  Gary reminded the chapter chairs that he would like them to compile chapter success stories for HSD in 2008.  Other items for the chairs to think about for HSD 2008 are information items and issue and action items for HSD to consider.

Gary distributed a pamphlet, “Ideas for Providing Vitality, Viability, and Vibrance in Local SAF Chapters”.  Contact him if you didn’t get a copy or need another copy.

Upcoming support requests:

DNR statewide meeting; January 29, 2008 at the Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells.
Recent awards – Field Forester of the Year/ Micheal W. King Memorial -  Nina Stensberg

The guidance statement for field forester of the year award for 2008 will come out shortly.
ACTION ITEM   Jim Kerkman will finalize the nominees for the election of 2008-2009 officers.  He will get the campaign statements and biographies to Will Smith to include in the ballot mailing.
Open Discussion/Other Items or Issues
The 2008 budget meeting and executive committee orientation is set for Wednesday, January 16 in Stevens Point at 10:00 am.  The exact location will be announced.

Gary welcomed Jim in as the incoming chair for 2008.

ACTION ITEM  Jim will contact present committee chairs to see if they are interested in staying in their office for the next year.  He will work to fill any vacancies.  Anyone interested in serving on one of the committees is encouraged to call Jim.
David Czysz gave an update on the National Tree Farmer’s Convention.  This was the first time this meeting was held in Wisconsin.  Wisconsin has the most tree farm members of any state and the meeting had 440 attendees.  The national SAF display that was registered for the convention targeted professional foresters more than landowners but it was still beneficial to get the SAF name out to the attendees.

John Vrablec is the District 5 representative for the Fellow Review Committee and he explained the new process for approving members nominated as fellows.

ACTION ITEM  The SE chapter has a member, Max Melick who has been with the SAF for 75 years, joining in 1933.   He needs to be recognized in some way, possibly to include a letter from the chapter chair, state chair or national.  Louise Murgia should be contacted for help in recognizing him.   Gary and Julie will work on the recognition certificate.  Will Keifer will contact Max to arrange for an oral history interview.
Next Meeting January 16, 2007  State Patrol Headquarters in Wausau.
Meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm
