SAF-Mid Wisconsin Chapter

December 13, 2007
Black River Falls
Present: Steve Edge, Charles Mentzel, Jim Kerkman, Bob Fisher, Randy Schott, Gary Zielske, Bob Paddock, Will Smith, Paul Westegaard, Chris Widstrand, Peter Bakken.

The Mid-Wisconsin Chapter met at the Black River Falls DNR office at 3:00 p.m.  A business meeting was held and then we had a presentation by Peter Bakken, Superintendent of the Black River State Forest.  Peter talked about the new master planning process that the state forest is currently in the middle of.  An original master plan was developed back in 1983 (a massive 30-40 page document!).  A new master plan is now required and will address the sustainable forestry issues of the day.  Peter outlined 7 major issues that the new plan will cover.  These include: motorized and other recreation, wildlife habitat, forest management, invasives/exotics, barrens restoration, and property acquisition.  Public input is being stressed at all stages of the process.  Completion of the Master Plan is hoped for by the end of 2008.
A chapter business meeting included the following agenda items:
1. Anti-trust Statement:
2. Treasurer’s Report (see attached).  It was questioned if the chapter is currently using direct deposit for dues reimbursement checks that come from the state office.  Currently only one check is received annually without being direct deposited.  

3. National Convention Summary  -  Jim Kerkman made a few comments about the National Conference this past fall held in Portland, OR.      
4. Bob Fisher provided additional information on a potential forestry education project for our chapter to become involved with.  The Hixon Forest Nature Center (HFNC) located in La Crosse has its current headquarters in a city owned building built for the Forest Service back in the 50s.  The building was the headquarters of the then federally run Coulee Experimental Watershed Forest.  The HFNC is partnering with La Crosse area Rotary Clubs, and the City of La Crosse to build a new nature education center at the site of the current Myrick Park Zoo.  The “Eco Park” will include environmental education displays of varying types.  SAF has been invited to propose a forestry display that would be a museum-quality exhibit.  The timeframe is roughly building construction in 2008 and exhibit completion in 2009.  Chapter members at the meeting agreed that it sounds like a good opportunity for SAF to be involved and promote forestry education.
Motion by Kerkman:  “The chapter should move forward with an exhibit project at Myrick Hixon EcoPark with Bob Fisher taking the lead.  The chapter should apply for a Forester Fund grant to help pay for the exhibit, once some exhibit specifications are put together.  Assistance should be solicited from other partners possibly including LEAF and UWExt.  Mid-Wisconsin Chapter will support the project with up to $500 from our chapter treasury.”  
Motion passed unanimously.
5. 2008 Meeting Dates and tentative agendas were discussed:

March 13, 2008  -  Eau Claire  (Land Trusts, Conservation Easements and Forest Mgmt.)

June 1, 2008  -  Norwalk, Elroy Sparta Bike Trail  (Family invited for biking and picnic)

September, 2008  -  Stevens Point  (Meet with UWSP student chapter and possibly demo field data recorders, GPS, and other technology.  “Teaching old dogs new tricks!”

December 11, 2008  -  Black River Falls.  Topic to be determined.

6. Adjourned at 1700.

SAF Mid-Wisconsin Chapter

Treasurer’s Report 12/04/07

Start date:
09/18/2007
Account balance:



$2,700.40

Income:

Total Income:







$        0.00

Expenses:


Sept. chapter meeting meal (09/18/07) Check #1248


          $   22.57


Sept. chapter meeting meal (09/18/07) Check #1250*
  
           $124.49

Total Expenses:







$147.06

* Check #1249 was voided

End date:
12/04/2007
Account balance:



$2,553.34

