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                              Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

                                     State Business Meeting Minutes

                                 March 7, 2003, Telemark Resort, Cable

Call to Order

Chair Rogers called the meeting to order at 7:30 AM and read the anti-trust statement.

Agenda Repair


No changes were made to the agenda.

Minutes

The minutes of the November 7th , 2002 meeting were distributed as part of the registration package.  Zielske motioned to approve the November 7th meeting minutes, Kiefer seconded after a couple of editorial corrections by DuPlissis, the minutes were approved.

Chair's Report

Rogers presented the chair's report.  SAF National Office is continuing the search for a new Executive Director, to replace Bill Banzhaf.  Banzhaf resigned to accept the position of Executive Director of the SFI.  There are many applicants, which are being carefully considered to ensure the best candidate is selected.

The House of Society Delegates discussed the future of SAF's Leadership academy.  The academy will be held 2004, but not in 2003.

Rogers explored the possibility of Wisconsin hosting the National SAF Convention.  Wisconsin lacked a facility large enough to host the convention in the past, but the Monona Terrace in Madison has potential.  The national office was advised that we may be interested, but they responded that the offer would not be accepted in the near future.

Treasurer's Report

Vander Wyst presented the Treasurer's report.  The proposed balanced budget for 2003 is 

$13,697.55.  

The current total balance of all acounts is $79,771.50.

The 2002 Audit Summary Report found the records to be accurate and correct as reported for the calender year ending December 31, 2002.

Chair Rogers called for approval of the Treasurer's report.  There were no objections and the Treasurer's Report was accepted as read. 

Committee & Chapter Reports

Membership Committee

Duplissis presented the Membership report.  WI membership is up and exceeded our goal for the end of 2002 by 16, with 496 members. 

WI SAF dues have not increased for several years.  It has become increasingly difficult to prepare a balanced budget.  A recommendation will be made to the membership at the September business meeting, to increase the dues $2.00 (from $8.00 to $10.00).
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Program Committee

Rogers complemented the Chippewa Chapter on organizing the current meeting.  The Mid Wisconsin Chapter will host the Fall 2003 meeting, Northeast Chapter will host the Spring 2004 meeting, and Southeast Chapter will host the Fall 2004 meeting.

Policy & Legislation

Rickenbach presented the Policy and Legislation report. Bills have been reintroduced to the legislature regarding Educational Requirements for Foresters Employed By WDNR, and the Sale of Damaged Timber on State and County Land.  

Communications Committee 

Kerkman presented the Communications report.  SAF will assist Wisconsin DNR with their centennial activities/events by providing volunteers to help with Arbor Day, Girl Scout Forestry Merit Badges, and Youth Day and appropriate displays at the State Fair.  An SAF brochure on forestry careers, "Forestry is it for you?", available for distribution.  An advertisement for SAF to use in newspapers and other print media is being created/updated. 

Education and Training Committee

Rickenbach presented the education report.  Chapters should consider opportunities to partner with adjacent state's chapters and hold regional conferences.
Awards Committee



There was no report.

CFE Committee

Van Cleve presented the CFE report.  Van Cleve explained the CFE program, and reported that 2000 applications for the Certified Forester program were received at the SAF National office by the 12-31-02 exam exempt deadline.

Forest Science Committee

The Committee Chair is open.  Kotar reported he has been seeking a new committee chair and nearly has a commitment from a good candidate.

Foresters Fund
Rogers presented the Forester's Fund report.  Rogers explained the purpose of the Forester's Fund.

History Committee

Kiefer presented the Historian's report.  Kiefer explained how dated files should be submitted to the historian for SAF's Archives.  A handout of instructions for records and archives management is available.  Copies of the WSAF History report are available to members (and non-members for a modest fee).  Kiefer also reported the oral history project, 11 oral histories have been completed, suggested names for future interviews are welcomed.

Women In SAF



No Report

Chapter Reports



Chippewa Chapter 

Davis presented a chapter report.  The chapter is completing a member survey to gather input into increasing the Chapter's benefit to members.
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Fox Valley Chapter

Jones presented a chapter report.  The chapter is having information signs made for public outreach and education.  Signs will be placed at appropriate sites to advertise forestry practices in the chapter area.

Mid Wisconsin Chapter

Edge presented a chapter report.  Edge provided a summary of the Fall 2003 meeting agenda which will include a 1/2 day of indoor sessions, an evening pig roast banquet and bluegrass entertainment, and a day of field demonstrations.  The theme will be "Harvesting Technologies and Minimizing Site Disturbance- A Field Demonstration" and members are encouraged to reserve the meeting dates of September 16th and 17th.


Northeast Chapter

Klase presented a chapter report.  The chapter is planning a summer meeting on hardwood marketing.  The chapter is continuing efforts to increase member's involvement in public outreach and education.  The chapter is planning the Spring 2004 statewide meeting and will be working with the WISAF Education Committee in developing the program.


Southeast Chapter

Hokrans presented a chapter report.  The chapter has a "Walk In The Woods" scheduled.  The chapter will be planning the Fall 2004 meeting.  Hokrans is seeking suggestions from members for themes of interest for the fall meeting.  Hokrans reminded that they have many retired members in the chapter, and the program must appeal to the range of "active" and retired foresters.


Southwest Chapter

Rickenbach presented a chapter report.  The chapter resently held an election for 2003 officers and Ray Guries is the current Chair, Mark Heyde is the Vice Chair, and Tom Rausch is the Secretary/Treasurer.  The chapter is discussing several possible meetings and activities to pursue in the coming months.


UWM Student Chapter



No report


UWSP Student Chapter



No report

New Business

Miles Benson reported on the Forest History Display and challenged the group to be politically active to convey the forestry message.  Benson stressed the value of photo points in conveying the message.  The Forest History Society is interested in old photos, etc., if anyone has these materials and would like to share them.

Rogers thanked the Chippewa Chapter for hosting the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 am.

The next meeting will be held at 4:45 pm, Tuesday September 16th, 2003, Black River Falls
Respectfully Submitted by Gary Zielske, Secretary

