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                                               Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

                                                     State Business Meeting Minutes

                       November 4th, 2004, Country Springs Convention Center, Waukesha

Call to Order

Chair DuPlissis called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM and read the anti-trust statement.

Approval of the Minutes from the March 10th, 2004 Meeting

Zielske presented the minutes of the July 12h, 2004 meeting. DuPlissis motioned to approve the minutes, Czysz seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

Chair's Report

DuPlissis encouraged chapter leaders and members to find folks willing to move up to leadership roles in the society. Vacancies/Opportunities exist on the executive committee. Members are needed to serve as the Education and Science Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer positions.  DuPlissis was unable to attend the National Convention and asked VanderWyst to provide a brief report on the convention. Vander Wyst reported on the National Convention in Edmunton Alberta. Vander Wyst shared information on SAF's strategic plan from the House of Society Delegates Meeting. The 2005 convention will be in Dallas/Fortworth, October 19-23.

Treasurer's Report

Vander Wyst presented the treasurer's report.  To date WI SAF 2004 income is $7,770 (S10,770 anticipated) and expenses are $6,893.08 ($10,770 anticipated).  Cravens motioned to approve the treasurer's report, seconded by Czysz, passed unanimously.

District Report

Kotar provided a district report.  The joint meeting with Canada had good technical sessions.  The Canada perspective was interesting, 90% of the land is owned by the crown - nearly opposite of the US, and this influences trade.  Kotar's council term is expiring and Bern Hubbard is the new representative.  Marvin Brown is the new SAF Vice President, and John Helms is the new President.  Budget issues discussed at the convention included moving Forester Funds investments to less volatile funds.  The council is looking at the strategic plan to determine if it is working.  The plan is broad so that State Chapters can measure how they are meeting current and future goals.  They are also looking at working groups - their function varies- to determine if structure changes may bring more participation and energy in.  Benson encouraged folks to join working groups and attend meetings if possible.  
Old Business

Rogers provided an update from the Governor's Council on Forestry.  The council is sponsoring the Governor's Conference on Forestry. The council has formed task forces to make recommendations for action to the Governor on 4 important issues -invasive species, private forestry assistance, fragmentation, and bio-fuels.  The conference will encourage bringing in partners from a broad range of interests to address these issues.

Committee & Chapter Reports-

Membership Committee

Czysz presented a membership report.  The membership goal for the end of 2004 is 510.  Current WI membership is 478. Increased student membership is helping to maintain total WI SAF membership as regular membership has dropped somewhat. Volunteer mentors are needed for students. The questions was raised, are colleges and potential students informed of the good opportunities in forestry, and likely greater opportunities in the future, and can SAF help with this? Rogers commented on how UWSP promotes the forest management program and attempts to retain students in the program.  Czysz stressed that the mentor program helps towards this goal.
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Program Committee

DuPlissis provided a program report.  Fox Valley Chapter will host the Spring 05 meeting which will be held jointly with the Wisconsin Wildlife Society.  The Southwest Chapter will host the Fall 05 meeting and the tentative topic is moving from stand to landscape scale management and the various issues involved.  Mid-Wisconsin Chapter will host the Spring 06 meeting and the tentative topic is current fire issues- the wildland urban interface, prescribed fire, etc.  The Chippewa Chapter will host the fall 2006 meeting and there may be potential to dovetail this with the International Oak Conference, planned for late September - early October 2006, to be held in Stevens Point at the new Holiday Conference Center.  

Policy & Legislation

DuPlissis presented information on an 'op-ed' piece the committee prepared on the recommendation from a group of WI legislators to transfer management of the Chequamequon-Nicolet National Forest to the WI DNR.  This item was distributed to a number of media outlets, and may be accessed on the SAF web page.  The Governor's Conference on Forestry is November 8-10, 2004.

Communications Committee 

Kerkman reported that he is working with Kirsten Held on the newsletter.  The committee used a Foresters Fund Grant to purchase coloring books distributed at the state fair, and a Kretz Lumber Company field day.  Kerkman also encouraged folks to assist with the Girl Scout Forestry Patch.

Education and Training Committee

DuPlissis advised that there is a vacancy and opportunity for a new committee chair.

Awards Committee
DuPlissis encouraged the membership to submit nominations for the John Macon award to Paul Delong.

CFE Committee

DuPlissis provided a CFE report. Information on qualifying continuing education events is available on the website. The national website, www.safnet.org/events/ hosts a calendar of upcoming events.

Forest Science Committee

DuPlissis reported that Teague Prichard is the new committee chair.

Foresters Fund
DuPlissis advised that the next grant application deadline is February 15th-. Foresters Fund information is available through the SAF website or the State Foresters Fund Chair.

Forestry Hall of Fame/Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame
DuPlissis encouraged the membership to consider potential nominees for the hall of fame.  Nominations should be routed to Bob Englehard or Miles Benson.

History Committee

No report.

Chapter Reports



Chippewa Chapter 

DuPlissis reported that the chapter hosted a "Forestry Discovery Day" for the public on the Brule River State Forest in August, and encouraged other chapters to hold similar events.

Fox River Valley Chapter                                                                                        

DuPlissis provided an update on chapter events - a meeting is scheduled for November 11th at the Mosquito Hill Nature Center in New London.  Guest speaker Terry Mace's topic will be the "Status of Wisconsin Forest Industry".
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Mid Wisconsin Chapter

Smith presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting was held at Fort McCoy in August.  Members toured forestry activities on the fort.  The chapter selected the topic of fire, and the urban interface, for the Spring 2006 State Meeting.  Possible locations are Eau Claire, Stevens Point, or Wisconsin Rapids.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for December in Black River Falls. 


Northeast Chapter

Scott presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting is planned for December 2nd at Indian Springs Lodge in Carter, Wisconsin, with topic of red pine- markets, silviculture, insects, and disease - other chapters are welcome to attend.  The chapter will be planting trees at Habitat for Humanity homes within the chapter area next spring.



Southeast Chapter

Peltier presented a chapter report.  The chapter has been working on the current statewide meeting.  Chapter members assisted the State Communications Committee with an SAF booth for Kids Day at the State Fair. 



Southwest Chapter

DuPlissis provided an update on chapter events.  The chapter met September at Goose Lake Wildlife Area in eastern Dane County.  The chapter has begun planning the Fall 2005 state meeting.  A 1.5-2 day program in the Baraboo Hills and Badger Army Ammunition Plant is proposed, the last 2 weeks in October, to address putting concepts of landscape scale management into practice.  The meeting will include both indoor sessions and a field tour examining the issues of scale, silviculture, "high value conservation forests" and the foresters role in managing at these diverse scales for different values.



UWM Student Chapter


No report.



UWSP Student Chapter


No report

New Business

DuPlissis advised that the executive meeting January 19th, will be a leadership training meeting for current and new executive and chapter officers.  Czysz reminded folks of the UWSP Student Banquet February 3rd and that they would like to see many alumni attend.  Benson reminded folks of the Forest History Display, and that the publication "Chronology of Firsts In Wisconsin Forest History" is a good education ice breaker - contact Miles for copies.

The meeting was adjourned by DuPlissis at 9:55 am.

Respectfully Submitted by Gary Zielske, Secretary

