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                              Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

                                     State Business Meeting Minutes

                                 September 16, 2003, Holiday Inn Express, Black River Falls

Call to Order

Chair Rogers called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM and read the anti-trust statement.

Agenda Repair


No changes were made to the agenda.

Minutes

The minutes of the March 5th, 2003 meeting were distributed as part of the registration package.  The minutes were approved, with the correction noted that John Eschle had presented the SE Chapter report.

Chair's Report

Rogers presented the chair's report.  The dates for the national convention in Buffalo, New York are October 25th-29th rather than those listed on SAF membership cards. If any members have concerns they would like forwarded to the House of Society Delegates please relay them to Bob. Rogers is representing SAF on the Governors Council on Forestry.  This is the first time SAF has been represented on the council.  Forest certification is an issue the current council will be examining.

Treasurer's Report

Vander Wyst presented the Treasurer's report.  The proposed balanced budget for 2003 is 

$13,697.55.  To date income is $12,294.76 and disbursements are $7560.99.  Harms motioned to approve, Heyde 2nd , passed unanimously. 

Committee & Chapter Reports


Nominations Committee

Rogers shared the committee report submitted by Duplissis.  To date one nomination has been received.  Gary Vander Wyst has accepted the nomination.  Rogers opened the floor for nominations for chair elect, none were made, and nominations were closed.

Membership Committee

Czysz presented the Membership report.  The membership goal for 2003 is 497.  Current WI membership is 459.  The numbers of full memberships has increased from 2002 but student memberships declined.  Czysz provided copies of a new SAF membership pamphlet.


Program Committee

Harms presented the program committee report.  Harms encouraged chapters to begin planning early, and chapter members interested in helping to let their program chairs know.

Policy & Legislation

Guries presented the Policy and Legislation report.  Guries had provided written testimony (copy attached to report) on behalf of WI SAF for the Assembly Committee on Forestry regarding AB 323 (proposed changes to Wisconsin's Managed Forest Law).  Guries has met with Senator Schultz, and Representative Friske (Committee on Forestry 
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Chair).  Both are very interested in forest issues and Guries advised this might be a good year to influence forest policy by contacting your legislators.

Communications Committee 

Kerkman presented the Communications report.  Kirsten Held would like news for the newsletter and feedback on the format.  Kerkman requested assistance to work with boy scouts and girl scouts on forestry merit badges.  The committee plans to develop an interactive booth for kids at the state fair.  Forestry career pamphlets are available.

Education and Training Committee

No report.
Awards Committee



There was no report.  Cravens suggested that WI SAF should recognize Bill Banzhaff for 


receiving the Gifford Pinchot Award.  Heyde motioned a letter is drafted to be read at the national convention recognizing Banzhaff, seconded by Czysz, unanimous.  Cravens will provide copy of letter he wrote to Banzhaff, to Rogers.  Kotar will check on logistics for reading at the convention.

CFE Committee

No report.  Rogers advised CFE information for the current meeting is included in the registration packet.

Forest Science Committee

No report- Committee Chair is open.  Kotar offered to answer questions.  Cravens suggested inviting Michael Goergen, SAF Executive Director, to the next state meeting.

Foresters Fund
Barkley presented the Forester's Fund report.  Barkley reviewed the purpose of the fund and encouraged members to submit projects.  Rogers requested ideas for WI SAF donations to the Forester's Fund for the national convention.

History Committee

Kiefer presented the Historian's report.  33 Copies of the WI SAF History 1919-2000 were distributed at the spring meeting.  Anyone wishing to receive a copy should contact Will, 12 copies remain.

Women In SAF



No report.


Forestry Hall of Fame



No report.

Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame

No report.

Chapter Reports



Chippewa Chapter 

Kiefer presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for October 9th, touring Governor Knowles State Forest, Crex Meadows, and post tornado cleanup and reforestation in the Siren area.  The chapter is also planning a Habitat for Humanity tree planting day in the fall or spring, and will be assisting the WPLA with a Log A Load for Kids project in October in the Glidden Area.
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Fox River Valley Chapter                                                                                        

Jones presented a chapter report.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for October.

Mid Wisconsin Chapter

Smith presented a chapter report.  The chapter's recent activity has focused on planning the current Fall 2003 meeting.  Smith credited the program committee of Bob Hess and Steve Edge for their work in organizing the meeting.



Northeast Chapter

Klase presented a chapter report.  The chapter held a summer meeting and training session on hardwood marking.  The chapter is continuing planning for the Spring 2004 statewide meeting to be held in the Wausau area.  The meeting topic will be lowland species.



Southeast Chapter

Peltier presented a chapter report.  The chapter held a "Walk In The Woods" last spring.  The chapter is planning the Fall 2004 meeting.  



Southwest Chapter

Guries presented a chapter report.  The chapter held 3 meetings the past year, touring the Lower Wisconsin Riverway in June and walnut plantings on private lands in September. 



UWM Student Chapter



No report



UWSP Student Chapter



No report

New Business

Rogers shared a proposal made to share secretary/office space/address with the Wisconsin County Forest Association and Wisconsin Professional Loggers Association.  Rogers encouraged members to share comments on the proposal to Duplissis and opened the floor to comments.  The proposal generated much discussion- Klase asked if SAF has ever done this in the past?  Peterson asked what are the costs and what are the potential sources of income to cover expenses?  Rogers estimated costs might be $3000 - $5000 annually.  Harms asked who will manage this person, how will this be publicized so people know the location/who to call, and could this person handle the newsletter?  Guries asked how much of this work, or queries, might be handled by E-mail or our Web page?  Kiefer advised that the interviews for the position are to be held soon.  Barden asked who would hire and supervise this individual?  Czysz suggested getting the qualifications list from WCFA and WPLA which they must have if interviews are already scheduled.  Heyde advised that if this person could prepare our newsletter, we are currently spending $2000 - $3000 for this.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 pm.

The next meeting will be held at 8:00am March 10th at the statewide meeting in Mosinee.
Respectfully Submitted by Gary Zielske, Secretary

