Wisconsin SAF Executive Meeting
Country Springs Hotel

Waukesha, WI

Wednesday, March 19, 2008

Attendees:  Melinda Vokoun, Paul Doruska, Greg Russell, Gary Vander Wyst, Richard Strauss, Will Keifer, Gene Fransisco, Paul Pingrey, David Czysz, Tony Deininger, Doug Brown, Robert Rogers, Julie Peltier, Brian Spencer, Jim Kerkman, Ken Price, Will Smith

The meeting was called to order at 0900 and the anti-trust statement covered.

The minutes from the January 16 meeting were approved.

Chair’s Report – Jim Kerkman

Three names were put forward for the review panel on the co-op forester


An insurance rider is needed for SAF activities aside from an inside meeting.


Electronic voting is in the future and will require by-law changes.


Jim Kerkman will attend the leadership academy and will need SAF funding.
Treasurer’s Report – Julie Peltier

A current budget summary was presented, discussed and approved.

The funding in the budget for the chair expenses to the National Convention was moved to cover funding for the leadership academy.  Motion by Gary V. 2nd Dave C.  approved.

District Representative Report – Greg Russell


A written report was submitted.


Chapters may contact National for required insurance riders.  POC Larry Burner or Louise Murgia

Governor’s Council Report – Robert Rogers


Council met 17 March.  A summary was presented to the executive.

A written report was submitted on March 19th.

Membership Committee – David Czysz


A written report was submitted.


Chapter chairs are responsible for contacting chapter members that are delinquent on their dues.


Ten or eleven more sponsors will be needed for UWSP students.

Program Committee – 


Current S08 meeting has 82 registered attendees


F08 – FRV – dates 11-12 November, committees are formed, Biomass is the subject


S09 – SW – committees formed, climate change will be the subject


F09 – Mid WI – being discussed

Policy and Legislation – Robert Mather


A written report was submitted.  Bob not able to be present


Gene Francisco mentioned the move to have all future enrollments to MFL to be open.  Jim Kerkman will contact Madison with concerns.

Communications – 


A newsletter is needed


Send webmaster Paul Pingrey with meeting announcements with a 30 day notice.


Draft of minutes may be posted as “unofficial”.

Education and Training – Brian Spencer


Questions were submitted for new outreach possibilities.

Awards – Gary Vander Wyst


Mike King Award – a sample of the memorial sign 

Field forester deadline mid-April


John Macon continuation plaque made for CNR building


Fellows – no nominations, 31 March cutoff for year’s action


A 75 year award will be presented in the SE chapter

CFE – Melinda Vokoun


A written report was submitted, including responsibilities for providers and attendance requirements.

Science and Technology – Doruska


A Science fund exists for conferences, etc.


Biomass – there are questions about the definition of biomass


E-mail – templates for working groups

Forester’s Fund – 

Payments to the Leopold legacy center are complete.


May deadlines for major requests

Forestry/Conservation Hall of Fame

Tom Albrecht replacing Bob Engelhard

Historian – Willard Keifer


A summary of the SAF 2007 activities was submitted for review

Keeping updates to publish the History of Wisconsin’s Forests


Max Malek is being interviewed on 18 March (today)

NRCS – Miles Benson


A written report was submitted.

Chapter Reports

Chippewa – Richard Strauss


The chapter had a meeting in Ashland on 6 March


F07 meeting finances were finalized


School tree plantings for Arbor Day

Fox River Valley – Tony Deininger


A written report was submitted.

Mid-Wisconsin – Will Smith


Planned meetings for June in Norwalk and September with the UWSP chapter.

Northeast – Doug Brown


A written report was submitted.
Southeast – Julie Peltier

Randy Cooper submitted a written report.

Southwest – Gene Francisco


A written report was submitted.


Gene mentioned that we host an annual SAF legislative day

UW Madison – no report

UWSP – Ken Price

A written report was submitted.

New Business

Website update – Paul Pingrey wants to change the website provider.  Enough is budgeted to cover the conversion and should result in more capacity and better service.

Student Quiz Bowl – The UWSP chapter is looking for funding.  Motion to fund up to $500 was made by Gary V. and 2nd by Bob Rogers.  The vanguard account will reimburse the checking account.  UWSP chapter will provide follow-up report and a formal request for funds.  Motion passed.

Gene Fransisco suggested having the SAF display at the logging congress meeting in Green Bay in September.  Jim Kerkman will look for information.

Gene Francisco discussed the Milwaukee Forestry Education Center being planned.  The contractor will be looking for inputs on the plan by stakeholders.
Gene Fransisco thinks there should be a legislation committee to help Bob Mather with the workload of keeping up with the issues.  Currently Bob is doing it all.

Greg Russell mentioned the smallwood conference to be held in Madison in April.
The meeting was adjourned.  Next meeting scheduled for July 23, 2008 at Schmeekle Reserve in Stevens Point.
