Wisconsin SAF Executive Meeting
State Police Headquarters
Wausau, WI

Wednesday January 16, 2008

Members present:  Will Smith, Julie Peltier, Gary VanderWyst, Randy Schott, Bob Mather, Jim Kerkman, Doug Brown, Tony Deininger, Greg Russell, Will Keifer, Bob Rogers, Jan Harms, Miles Benson

Meeting called to order at 9:30 and the antitrust statement covered.

The minutes from the October meeting was approved with one change on the treasurers report portion.  Checks are required to be cashed within 60 days instead of 30 days.  Motion to accept by Mather, 2nd by Peltier, approved.
Chair’s Report – Outgoing chair VanderWyst will be HSD chair for 2008-2009.  Chair Kerkman will add items throughout the meeting.

Treasurer’s Report – motion to accept by VanderWyst, 2nd Rogers, accepted

There is a surplus of approximately $1700 from CY 2007.  Options on moving the surplus to a Foundation account was discussed.  It was decided to leave the money in checking for now.

District Representative Report - Greg Russell provided a written report.  

Highlights include a discussion on the possible sale of the national headquarters site and the alternatives.  

There is a change to the Fellows selection procedures.
National requires a request for insurance coverage on all field activities that the societies and chapters plan.  Currently the request should go through the state society.  Jan Harms suggested there should be a means for direct contact by the chapters to national.
Governor’s Council Report – Bob Rogers provided a written report.

Membership Committee – Dave Czysz provided a written report with a request for mentors for two students.

Program Committee – Jan Harms provided a schedule of meetings.


S08 – SE chapter – March 08 – Change in Forest Ownership


F08 – FRV chapter – Nov 11-12 – Bio fuel/ Bio-energy

Policy and Legislation – Bob Mather provided a written report.
The policy of not allowing MFL property to be rented for recreation was discussed.  The practice is illegal at this time.

Communication – Jim Kerkman reported the deadline for the newsletter is 1 Feb.


Submit changes to the website to Paul Pingrey.

Education and Training – no report

Bob Fisher will have the SAF display at the Arborist Association meeting in Madison, Feb 1-5.


June 23-25 Great Lakes Forest Alliance

Awards – Gary VanderWyst reported.

Nominations for Fellow, Field Forester of the Year and John Macon Award are needed.


There are five certificates for 50 year members. Distributed through chapters.

CFE – Jerry VanCleve provided a written report.  He is asking for a replacement as CFE chair.
Science and Technology – no report

Foresters Fund – Jeff Barkley provided a write-up on the Leopold Legacy Center.


Trees for Tomorrow request forwarded to National.


Application deadlines were discussed.

Historian – Will Keifer reported on interviewing Julian Hutchinson, the first forester for Fort McCoy. So far there is a 1 ½ hour taped interview.

NRCS – Miles Benson provided a written report.

Chapter Reports
Chippewa – written report with officer results

Fox River Valley – Tony Deininger reported they are beginning to plan State meeting.  The chapter having a meeting on biomass.  They are planning a meeting this fall on marked versus unmarked harvests with the GL Timber Professionals.
Mid-Wisconsin – Randy Schott provided a written report.

Northeast – Doug Brown provided a written report

Southeast – Julie Peltier provided a written report. Highlight on the State meeting in March.

Southwest – Gene Francisco provided a written report with election results.

Student Chapters did not report.

New Business
Gary VanderWyst presented the golden member awards (see Awards)

Elections – Will Smith reported that Jerry VanCleve won the election for Chair elect.  Jerry will serve for 2008-2009 and assume the chair 2010-2011.

Teller committee was Will Smith and Jeff Nyquist.

Budget – Julie Peltier provided a proposed budget for this year.  A line by line discussion adjusted the budget.  Motion to accept by Schott, 2nd by VanderWyst.  Accepted.
Old Business
Chapter success story – continue to look for entries, i.e. A Minnesota initiative to put a poster in high schools.

UWSP Forestry banquet in February

Will Keifer requested that all chapters and committee chairs provide reports to the historian.

Next meeting – March 19, 0930.  Before beginning of the state meeting.

Adjourned 1230
