Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

State Executive Meeting Minutes

15 March, 2005,  Waukesha

Attendance:  John DuPlissis, Will Smith, Julie Peltier, Jim Kerkman, Jeff Kante, Greg Rebmen, David Czysz, Will Keifer, Jay Gallagher, Gary Vander Wyst, Jerry Van Cleve, Paul Pingrey, Bob Fisher, Miles Benson

Call to Order

Chair DuPlissis called the meeting to order at 1830 and read the anti-trust statement.  

Agenda Repair

Gary Vander Wyst submitted a list of nine items to be added to the agenda.  All items were added to the agenda or identified as part of the current agenda.

Approval of minutes from the March 15, 2005 meeting

Will Smith presented the minutes.  The minutes were accepted and approved.

Chair's Report
John DuPlissis presented a written report.  

   - The national Foresters Fund is unable to provide funding this year.  Losses in the stock market have crippled the fund.

   -  National has limited the number of Fellows as a percentage of the membership. Each Society may submit one nomination.

  -  HSD feels the membership need more time to study the volunteer organization report.  One highlight is the forming of regional meetings with the regions divided based on membership.

  -  Julie Peltier agreed to serve as Treasurer when Gary Vander Wyst assumes the chair position.

  -  A repeat request for members to serve as liaisons for the chapters to the various committees, especially Communications, Foresters Fund, Membership.  This will be repeated at the State Business Meeting with job descriptions available. 

Treasurer's Report
Gary Vander Wyst provided a spreadsheet printout of the budget status since the last meeting.  He also provided copies of the IRS exemption forms for the national office for 2005.  Dave Czysz motioned to accept the report, Jim Kerkman seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

  -  The annual audit report was presented.  Jerry Van Cleve, Jay Gallagher, and Richard Strauss conducted the audit.  Greg Rebman motioned to accept the audit report, second by Will Keiffer.  Motion carried.

  -  Gary Vander Wyst made a motion to move $132.85 from the checkbook to the endowed portion of the John Macon account. This would create a new balance of $1000 for a new CD.   Seconded by Dave Czysz.  Motion carried.

District Representative's Report
Bill Hubbard from Michigan is replacing John Kotar in this position.

Governor's Council Report
No report, next council meeting later in this week

Membership Committee

Dave Czysz submitted a written report.  The overall membership is fairly stable from Feb 04 to Feb 05, with a small drop.  This year's goal is 502 members. Chapter chairs will be notified of delinquent members in their chapter.

  -  The membership chair still needs mentors for the students.

Program Committee
A new chairperson is needed to replace Jan Harms.

  -  Fall 2005 Southwest Chapter, Oct 10-11 Wisconsin Dells   (changed to Nov 1-2)

  -  Spring 2006 Mid-Wisconsin Chapter

Policy and Legislation

Ray Guries provided a written report.

  -  Legislation on timber theft introduced to Assembly Forestry Committee in March.

  -  Right to practice forestry without problems with adjacent landowners.

  -  DNR managing all forested State owned lands regardless of use designation, i.e. State Parks, land trust.

Communication 
Jim Kerkman provided a written report.

  -  newsletter deadline May 30

  -  website inputs need to be submitted to Paul Pingrey.  Suggested inputs of past newsletter, media events, outreach

  -  A Forester's Fund request came through for UW Stout and their Science Olympiad.  The Society will purchase scaling sticks and retain possession after UW Stout is finished with the project.

Awards
Gene Francisco is this year's winner of the John Macon Award

CFE
Jerry Van Cleve submitted a written report.  David Czysz and Jerry Van Cleve received CFE Certificates since the fall meeting.

Foresters Fund
Discussion on funding being cut off by national.  The Wisconsin Society has funds available for forester fund requests.  A procedure for making requests must be developed.  At a minimum there must be a 1-2 page request with a requirement for a report on the use of the funds awarded.  The Forester's Fund committee will meet to establish application deadlines and any limits on size of requests.

  -  The WSAF Foundation Vanguard account has a balance of $23960.20 with approximately $8700 in interest available.

  -  The Chippewa Chapter has a current fund request that will not be funded by national to help fund the WWOA forest management workshop.  Will Keiffer made a motion to have the WISAF Forester's Fund provide $700 to the WWOA for this project, with a second from Gary Vander Wyst.  During discussion, David Czysz moved to amend the motion to provide matching funds instead and Gary seconded the amendment.  The motion passed to provide $350 in matching funds for two workshops.

Forestry / Conservation Hall of Fame
Nominations due 1 April.  One nomination received so far.

Historian
Will Keiffer provided instructions for archiving information

Chippewa Chapter
Jay Gallagher provided a written report.

  -  WWOA fund request

  -  next meeting 5 April Hermit Creek Farm Sugar Bush

  -  Fall 2006 State meeting Forest Hydrology/Management

Fox River Valley Chapter
Greg Rebman provided a written report.

  -  Hosting Spring 2005 meeting

Mid-Wisconsin Chapter
  -  meeting to discuss Spring 2006 meeting

Northeast Chapter

David Czysz provided a written report

  -  summer meeting June 16

  -  fall meeting Dec 8

  -  planning a social gathering

  -  Bill Klase heading a Habitat for Humanity project to plant trees at 3-4 homes in spring.

Southeast Chapter
Julie Peltier provided a written report

  -  report on success of Fall 2005 meeting, 68 people attended,  $578 to Forester's Fund

  -  Jeff Kante agreed to serve as chair-elect

  -  chapter plans to work at state fair again

Southwest Chapter
Ray Guries provided a written report.

  -  plans for Fall 2005 meeting focus on Baraboo Hills

Next meeting at Fall 2005 state meeting.  Adjourned 2045.

Submitted by Willard Smith, Secretary

