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                                               Wisconsin Society of American Foresters

                                                     State Executive Meeting Minutes

                       November 3rd, 2004, Country Springs Convention Center, Waukesha

Attendence:  Jay Cravens, Dave Czysz, John DuPlissis, Bob Fisher, Ray Guries, Jim Kerkman, Julie Peltier, Bob Rogers, John Scott, Will Smith, Gary VanderWyst, Gary Zielske

Call to Order

Chair DuPlissis called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM and read the anti-trust statement.

Agenda Repair

DuPlissis asked that an update from the Governor's Council on Forestry by Bob Rogers be added to the agenda.

Approval of the Minutes from the July 12th, 2004 Meeting

Zielske presented the minutes of the July 12h, 2004 meeting. DuPlissis motioned to approve the minutes, Czysz seconded, motion passed unanimously. 

Chair's Report

DuPlissis presented a written report.  Teague Prichard will be the Science and Technology Chair. Vacancies/Opportunities exist on the executive committee. Members are needed to serve as the Education and Science Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer positions. John stressed the need to move officers and liaisons from the Chapter to the Executive level. Potential names suggested were Bill Klase and Chris Tyles for the Education Chair, John Hess for the Program Chair, and Geary Searfoss for Treasurer.  VanderWyst suggested combining the Education and Program Committees. Kerkman (Communications Chair) and Czysz (Membership Chair) would like a member from each chapter serving on their committees to help facilitate communications and build membership. DuPlissis requested a roster of Chapter Officers by January. The January meeting will provide leadership training for new chapter and executive officers. DuPlissis was unable to attend the National Convention and asked VanderWyst to provide a brief report on the convention. Vander Wyst shared information on SAF's strategic plan from the House of Society Delegates Meeting. The 2005 convention will be in Dallas/Fortworth, October 19-23.

Treasurer's Report

Vander Wyst presented a written report. $750 Was budgeted for the Chair-elect to attend the national convention, and actual expenses were $1165. Czysz motioned to provide complete re-imbursement to VanderWyst of expenses for attending the National convention, seconded by Rogers, passed unanimously. To date WI SAF 2004 income is $7,770 (S10,770 anticipated) and expenses are $6,893.08 ($10,770 anticipated).  Kerkman motioned to approve the treasurer's report, seconded by Smith, passed unanimously.

Old Business

Rogers provided an update from the Governor's Council on Forestry.  The council was provided a DNR budget briefing- "funding is not bright".  The council has formed task forces to make recommendations to the Governor on 4 issues -invasive species, private forestry assistance, fragmentation, and bio-fuels.  Bob invites members to forward issues for him to bring to the council.

Committee & Chapter Reports-

Membership Committee

Czysz presented a written report.  The membership goal for the end of 2004 is 510.  Current WI membership is 478. Increased student membership is helping to maintain total WI SAF membership as regular membership has dropped somewhat.  DuPlissis reminded people to attend the UWSP student banquet for alumni.  Czysz reported the apparent discrepancy between state and national dues was the pro-ration for part of year dues rather than members choosing not to pay state society dues.  Dave will prepare 
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an article for the newsletter about the option to continue student status dues until in a permanent job, and also about the "hardship" provision for reduced dues.  Dave stills needs volunteer mentors for students.

Program Committee

Harms provided a written report.  Fox Valley Chapter will host the Spring 05 meeting which will be held jointly with the Wisconsin Wildlife Society.  The Southwest Chapter will host the Fall 05 meeting and the tentative topic is moving from stand to landscape scale management and the various issues involved.  The meeting will include a Baraboo Hills trip.  Mid-Wisconsin Chapter will host the Spring 06 meeting and the tentative topic is current fire issues- the wildland urban interface, prescribed fire, etc.  Rogers reported that an International Oak Conference is planned for late September - early October 2006, to be held in Stevens Point at the new Holiday Conference Center. Hopefully SAF, DNR, and USFS will partner in the conference.  DuPlissis suggested this is good potential for a Foresters Fund Grant. 

Policy & Legislation

Guries presented a written report.  Ray provided a copy of an 'op-ed' piece the committee prepared on the recommendation from a group of WI legislators to transfer management of the Chequamequon-Nicolet National Forest to the WI DNR.  This item was distributed to a number of media outlets but to Ray's knowledge was not used by any of them.  The Governor's Conference on Forestry is November 8-10, 2004.

Communications Committee 

Kerkman reported that he is working with Kirsten Held on the newsletter.  The committee used a Foresters Fund Grant to purchase coloring books distributed at the state fair, and a Kretz Lumber Co. field day. Kerman also provided handouts on "Wisconsin Forestry Activities" which are on the DNR Forestry web-site celebrating the "Year of Wisconsin Forestry". 

Education and Training Committee

No Report

Awards Committee
No Report

CFE Committee

Van Cleve provided a written report.  There are no recent CFE Certificate applications (since spring meeting). Many Certified Foresters are tracking their CFE hours on-line. Chapters hosting a meeting should send Jerry an agenda and he can evaluate CFE content prior to the meeting. The national website, www.safnet.org/events/ hosts a calendar of upcoming events.

Forest Science Committee

DuPlissis reported that Teague Prichard is the new committee chair.

Foresters Fund
Barkley provided a written report. The committee approved two regular grant applications by the June 15 deadline, Forestry Education For Youth at the Wisconsin State Fair & Wisconsin Libraries (grant request $950), and Governor's High School Conference on the Environment (grant request $1500).  Both applications were funded for $800 each, with $640 provided initially with the balance to awarded, after final project evaluations are returned to the National Office.  The next grant application deadline is February 15th- - encourage new projects.  Foresters Fund information is available through the SAF website or the State Foresters Fund Chair.

Forestry Hall of Fame/Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame
DuPlissis encouraged the committee to consider potential nominees for the hall of fame.

History Committee

No report.
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Women In SAF

No report.

Chapter Reports



Chippewa Chapter 

Gallagher provided a written report.  The chapter hosted a "Forestry Discovery Day" on the Brule River State Forest in August, attended by approximately 60 people.  Chapter members and State Forest Staff spoke at several demonstration stations near the Brule River SF Headquarters.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for January, with a guest speaker to address Forest Insect and Disease issues in NW Wisconsin.

Fox River Valley Chapter                                                                                        

Rebman presented a written report.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for November 11th at the Mosquito Hill Nature Center in New London.  Guest speaker Terry Mace's topic will be the "Status of Wisconsin Forest Industry".

Mid Wisconsin Chapter

Smith presented a written report.  A chapter meeting was held at Fort McCoy in August.  Members Jim Kerkman and Charles Mentzel provided a tour of forestry activities on the fort.  The chapter selected the topic of fire, and the urban interface, for the Spring 2006 State Meeting.  Possible locations are Eau Claire, Stevens Point, or Wisconsin Rapids.  A chapter meeting is scheduled for December in Black River Falls. 



Northeast Chapter

Scott presented a written report.  A chapter meeting is planned for December 2nd at Indian Springs Lodge in Carter, Wisconsin, with topic of red pine- jmarkets, silviculture, insects, and disease.  The chapter will be planting trees at Habitat for Humanity homes within the chapter area next spring.



Southeast Chapter

Peltier presented a written report.  The chapter has been working on the current statewide meeting.  Registration to date is 63.  Chapter members Jeff Kante, Randy Cooper, Al Johnson, and Julie Peltier, assisted the State Communications Committee with an SAF booth for Kids Day at the State Fair with displays/activities developed by Jim Kerkman. 



Southwest Chapter

Guries presented a written report.  The chapter met September 24th at Goose Lake Wildlife Area in eastern Dane County.  Ted Pyrek and Randy Stampfl provided an update on a proposed timber sale, which involves issues including cultural and endangered resources.  Area wildlife biologist, Doug Fendry provided an update on the wildlife issues and Bria Radtke provided an overview of the gypsy moth and its impact on hardwood forests in Wisconsin.  The chapter has begun planning the Fall 2005 state meeting.  A 1.5-2 day program in the Baraboo Hills and Badger Army Ammunition Plant is proposed, the last 2 weeks in October,  to address putting concepts of landscape scale management into practice.  The meeting will include both indoor sessions and a field tour examining the issues of scale, silviculture, "high value conservation forests" and the foresters role in managing at these diverse scales for different values.



UWM Student Chapter
Guries provided a report.  Several students from the chapter attended the SAF National Convention.  The chapter sponsored a Fista Chainsaw Safety Training, and Fire Training for Red Card certification.  Christmas tree sales have been a good income generator for 
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the chapter.  Proceeds have been used to co-sponsor SAF membership, National Convention registration, etc., at 50%.



UWSP Student Chapter

DuPlissis advised that the chapter would really like to have alumni attend their student banquet.  Also, student chapters may be a good source of help for other SAF events.

New Business

None

The meeting was adjourned at 11:25 am.

The next meeting will be held Wednesday 9:00 am, January 19th, at Wausau.
Respectfully Submitted by Gary Zielske, Secretary

