SAF Mid-Wisconsin Chapter
December 8, 2011

Beaver Creek nature Center – Fall Creek
Attendance:
Ron Schneider, Bob Paddock, Jim Kerkman, Steve Edge, Miles Benson, Randy Mell, Chris Widstrand.
Presentation on furbearers By John Olson, DNR furbearer specialist.  John gave a presentation on what is happening with the beaver management program and surveys then answered questions about other furbearers.  Some highlights:
Beaver populations are fairly steady over the past 5 years after coming down from the early 2000’s.  New study committee will be looking at wide range of ecological and social impacts of beaver. Jon Guillen if forestry representative. Hoping to have draft plan by Jan 2013. 
Wolf: Current population about 750.  If federal delisting occurs DNR will need a state management plan. Many tribes are concerned about or opposed to wolf harvests. There wer seven known illegal kills during the current deer season.  4 were radio collared.  That is about 10% of the 42 wolves that are collared statewide.  Using standard capture/recapture statistical analysis that could mean many more wolves were killed this fall.

Bobcat populations are expanding. New research for next three years across central Wisconsin is attempting to get a better estimate of the population by using “scat” sniffing dogs.

Fisher population in central Wisconsin a very good.  The population in the northern forest has crashed. Canine diseases were suspected but data collection showed that the diseases were also present in areas where populations were still doing well.  Possible explanation at this point is predation of young breeding females by bobcats and raptors.

Business meeting was called to order 11:45 p.m. by Chair Ron Schneider.
1. Anti-trust statement by  Schneider
2. Kerkman gave update on SAF involvement with Wisconsin Science Olympiad.  Kerkman and Brian Spencer will be attending the Boyceville Regional on Dec 17th.   Still looking for volunteers to work at River Falls on Jan 21.  Widstrand suggested he contact Mike Kaltenberg and Gary Zielske.  Both Widstrand and Edge stated they might be available for the West Regional in Menomonie on Feb 25.  Additional Info is available on the State SAF web site.
3. Minutes and treasurers report by Widstrand: Motion to accept by Benson, approved
Old business:

1. 2012 SAF Statewide meeting will be August 14 & 15, 2012 in Stevens Point, Joe Kies is working on industry sponsorships for breaks.  Has $2250 committed so far.  Mentzel will begin working on raffle after first of year.  Edge brought up idea of buying nice raffle prize.  Schneider suggested we discuss this Fox Valley.
2. Current chapter membership is about 65.  Remember to pay membership. No reminder letters are sent.  Schneider stated that the SAF web site for paying on-line is not user friendly. 
3. Randy Mell continues to work on a portable display for SAF.  He has completed the new application for Forester Fund grant $$.  Chapter is still willing to commit $500.  Need to make a decision on this to submit application for June deadline.  Schneider will request input from the chapter members

New  business:
1. Schneider mentioned the passing of Bill Sylvester a longtime SAF member
2. Tentative chapter meeting info for next year was discussed.
Spring: 
March 8th – Sandhill W. A. – Schneider will check on possible topics
Summer :
June 12th – Clark Co. Possible topics aspen thinning, oak regeneration, other
Fall:

Sept / Oct – meet with student chapter in Stevens Point
Winter:

December – meet with Ho Chunk – Schneider will talk to Larry Whaley who is the 





DNR tribal laison.

Motion to adjourn meeting by Widstrand, adjourned at 1:20 pm

