SAF Mid-Wisconsin Chapter
June 15, 2011

Mill Park, Necedah
Attendance:
Charles Mentzel, Joe Kies, Bob Peterson, John DuPlissis ,Paul Doruska, Miles Benson, Will Smith, Bob Fisher, Bob Hess, Chris Widstrand.
Prior to business meeting there was a tour of the new Necedah Wildlife Refuge headquarters/visitor center and a discussion about timber resource management for wildlife benefits with refuge personnel
Business meeting was called to order 4:07 p.m. by Past Chair Mentzel (Chair, Ron Schneider, is out of state  on fire detail in Texas)
1. Anti-trust statement by  Mentzel
2. March 10, 2011 minutes approval,  motion by Smith, seconded by Doruska, passed

3. Treasurers report by Widstrand:  No discussion.

Old business:

1.
DuPlissis presented update on planning for 2012 SAF Statewide meeting to be held jointly with the Fox Valley Chapter:

Meeting topic will be “Red Pine”; Fox Valley is coordinating the program
Our Chapter is responsible for Logistics – DuPlissis is willing to coordinate & contract for facilities, Steven’s Point Holiday Inn is likely location.  
Mentzel strongly recommended using Extension to handle registration – agreement that it is worth the cost.

Planning a joint meeting to hammer out details sometime in July – DuPlissis will contact both chapter chairs to schedule.

Current meeting committee is Schnieder, Widstrand and Duplissis.  Mentzel is willing to help where he can. 
Still looking for additional help especially with the raffle.
Possible raffle idea could be “collectible” forestry memorabilia or tools that still have useful life. Never too soon to start thinking about raffle items!
Also would be looking at purchasing some kind of large prize such as chain saw.  Other suggestions from the March meeting were hand held GPS or wildlife print.
Other outstanding need is  for industrial partners or partnering with Great Lakes Timber Professionals. Joe Kies is willing to make industry contacts for possible sponsorships.  DuPlissis will contact GLTP.

We will plan on involvement from UWSP student SAF chapter.  Doruska and DuPlissis will make contacts.

2.
Membership

State and Chapter membership continues to decline. Schneider was planning to make contact with members that have not paid dues.    Encourage younger foresters to join, or former members to re-join. 
3. Fall meeting

No date has been set.  Planning to meet with UWSP student chapter.  Should hold business meeting before students get there.  Some ideas would be a tour of Schmeekle Reserve,  some type of fire emphasis, or a “speed mentoring” program where students could talk to foresters that work in different aspects (fire, private lands, public lands, research, urban, policy, etc) one-on-one or in small groups.  Doruska will talk with students when school starts to set up date.  Best dates would be early October or late September.  Student chapter meetings are usually Thursday evenings.
New / Old business:
1. National SAF would not extend the $3500 grant for building the Myren/Hixton Ecopark // Mobile forestry display (refer to March minutes for background info).  The grant money was returned.  Randy Mell has prepared a new grant proposal for building the display.  Discussion about re-applying for a grant to build the display:  

It is hard to manage a traveling display.

One person must be willing to be responsible for moving and maintaining the display.

Display needs to stay in front of the target audience.

Would the money be better spent elsewhere?

Majority of members would be interested in exploring some other options for possible grant dollars at this point. Future discussion item.
Meeting was adjourned ay 5:02 pm.  Old fashioned cookout of brats, baked beans, potato salad, chips and cookies followed.

