SAF Mid-Wisconsin Chapter
March 10, 2011

Tomah Ranger Station

Attendance:
Ron Schneider, Randy Mell, Charles Menzel, Joe Kies, Dan Peterson, Christine Walrath, Chris Widstrand.

Business meeting was called to order 9:10 a.m.

1. Anti-trust statement by  Schneider

2. December 7, 2010 minutes approval,  motion by Menzel, seconded by Kies, passed

3. Treasurers report approval: Discussion by Peterson regarding the $50 reimbursement to State chapter for paver brick.  Explanation that State SAF paid for bricks and we reimbursed them. Discussion item by Menzel that of the existing balance on hand $3500 is  Forestry Display Grant from National SAF, and $500 is committed by chapter to the forestry display.  Motion by Peterson, seconded by Menzel, passed.
4. Update on display:  Mell presented the finding of the display committee regarding the style of display.  Best option for display is 8” by 10” floor display for around $2500.  Graphics for the message would be designed by UW Extension at no cost.  Estimates for fabricating the message materials approximately $1000.

The message discussed by the committee would be oak resource/ oak management in Wisconsin.  Display would send clear message about the importance of foresters and management.  SAF logo would be prominently displayed.  Display would be aimed at 4th-5th grade level, and would be in agreement with latest BMP guidelines for oak management. Development of additional messages could be done it the future.
Motion made by Peterson to proceed with acquiring and building display as discussed.

Motion amended by Menzel to proceed with acquiring and building display as discussed after we have confirmation of Grant extension from National SAF.  Seconded Widstrand, approved.

Additional discussion regarded the use of display and the importance of keeping the display in use as much as possible.

5. Last Statewide Meeting:  Joint meeting with Wildlife Society. Attendance was over 200.  Topic was “young forests”.  Menzel commented that the Forester Fund Raffle seemed pretty thin on good prizes.  Wildlife Society held a silent auction that may have competed with the raffle.
6. 2012 Statewide:  This will be a joint meeting with Fox Valley SAF at the new Holiday Inn Convention complex on the east side of Stevens Point.  Red Pine will be the theme. Fox Valley will line up the program.  Mid-Wisconsin will be responsible for the logistics.  Ron is going to set up a meeting with John Duplissis and R. J. Wickham to pick a date and finalize a schedule.
Have UWSP handle registration, and booking facilities.  Provide a special rate for students.

Joe Kies is willing to make industry contacts for possible sponsorships.  All chapter members are being asked to solicit for raffle prizes.  We may also purchase a grand prize.  Suggestions were chainsaw, handheld GPS, wildlife print.

7. Discussion on membership.  M-W chapter has 68 members.  26 members are not current with dues.  National sends only one invoice for renewal.  Schneider will make e-mail contacts.  Personal contacts may be made as a follow-up.
8. SW chapter is struggling with membership.  We will try to hold some joint meetings with them.  Ron will talk to Mary Ann Beunzow about this, invite them to our June meeting in Necedah and suggest another joint meeting at the Cassville biomass generation plant.

9. Other SAF business.  SAF may try to schedule a leadership academy in southern Illinois this summer.  Next national SAF will be in Hawaii.  Economic considerations may limit attendance. State chapter is looking for new historian.  Will Kiefer is ready to hang it up.

10. Other business:  Randy Mell discussed his attempts to set up some prescribed burn training for volunteers working on conservancy lands in southwest part of the state.  He has been working with the Leopold Foundation.  Has contacted the DNR training office.  Widstrand stated that DNR has been hesitant to get involved with prescribed burn training for volunteers in the past due to liability issues and NCWG requirements.
11. Next meeting is scheduled for 2:00 pm. June 15, 2011 at the Necedah Wildlife Refuge new facility.  They will give a 60 to 90 minute presentation on oak savannah / prairie management.  Business meeting and cookout to follow at City Park in Necedah.  Family/spouses are invited.  RSVP requested for head count.  Steve Edge & Widstrand will take care of food & cooking details.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am.  Schneider led a short tour of the “Historic Tomah Ranger Station” that was built in the 1930’s with locally cut stone.  Building will be given to the city if / when DNR moves to another location.
