SAF Mid-Wisconsin Chapter
October 20, 2011

Trainer natural Resource building, St. Point
Attendance:
Ron Schneider, Joe Kies, Jim Kerkman, John DuPlissis ,Bob Englehard, Nancy Bozek, Will Smith, Randy Mell, Chris Widstrand.
Business meeting was called to order 4:10 p.m. by Chair Ron Schneider.
1. Anti-trust statement by  Schneider
2. June, 2011 minutes approval, motion by Kerkman, approved

3. Treasurers report by Widstrand:  No discussion.

Old business:

1.
2012 SAF Statewide meeting will be August 14 & 15, 2012 in Stevens Point, either north side or east side of Stevens Point.  Fox Valley is working on field site for day two tour.  Englehard suggested that there might be some site right in town.  Also need to make sure we have appropriate liability insurance for the tour.  Schnieder will check on insurance and talk to Fox Valley about field site selection.
Registration will be handled by UW Extension.
Kies has been making industry sponsor contacts.  He has received quite a bit of interest and wants feedback on sponsor levels.  (Duplissis arrived late in the meeting and make some suggestions for levels of 250, 500, 1000.  He will follow-up with e-mail to Kies and planning committee.)
Mentzel is working on Raffle.  If you have ideas for soliciting raffle donations send them to him.  
2.
Membership

Schneider stated the new membership structure does nothing to make it less expensive to maintain membership. Schneider has been contacting all non-renewing members.  Cost was given as the biggest factor for foresters not renewing. 
Randy Mell continues to work on a portable display for SAF.  The theme would focus on oak management and the need for professional foresters.  He will update the information and get it ready for a Forester Fund Grant proposal.  Decision item for the December meeting.
New  business:
1. Wisconsin SAF has put in a joint bid with Minn. SAF and Upper Mich. SAF for the National SAF meeting in 2014.  Tentative location would be Duluth.  Stay Tuned!
2. State Chapter is looking for an historian.  Will Keifer will be retiring as soon as his most recent history manuscript is published.

3. Kerkman is working with the Wisconsin Science Olympiad and is looking for foresters that would be interested in mentoring high school science classes that are involved with the forestry portion of the event, and foresters that would be interested in administering the test. Invitational tournaments in our area are Boyceville and River Falls.  Kerkman is working on the test.
4. UWSP will be hosting the Midwest Regional SAF Conclave and is looking for donations to assist with costs.  John Duplissis or Nancy Bozek are contacts

5. Next meeting will be at Beaver Creek Reserve Citizen Science Center, 4 mile north of Fall Creek on December 8th.  Agenda will be to tour the Science Center and have a speaker talk about furbearer populations or research in central Wisconsin.

Motion to adjourn meeting, adjourned at 5:05 pm

Following the meeting the chapter met with the UWSP student chapter at Schmeekle Reserve.  A short compass and pace/ scavenger hunt was completed with open discussion about forestry jobs Hot chocolate and more discussion ended the evening.
