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MINUTES
Wisconsin SAF Executive Committee Meeting
Wednesday, May 15, 2019
Schmeekle Reserve
Stevens Point, WI
Attendance (Bold = present):

	OFFICERS
	
	Forest Science & Tech
	Brad Hutnik

	Chair
	Jeff Kante
	Foresters’ Fund
	Paul Doruska

	Chair-Elect
	Anthony Rynish(phone)
	Forestry Hall of Fame
	Tom Albrecht

	Immediate Past Chair
	(Julie Peltier)
	Conservation Hall o Fame
	Jan Harms

	Secretary
	Jerry Van Cleve
	Historian
	John Kotar

	Treasurer (Acting)
	Gary Vander Wyst
	NRCS
	John Kotar

	District V Rep
	Don Howlett
	CHAPTERS
	

	Council on Forestry Rep
	Jim Kerkman
	Chippewa
	(vacant)

	COMMITTEES
	
	Fox River Valley
	Nick Holmes

	Membership
	Haley Frater
	Mid-Wisconsin
	Joe Kies

	Program
	Paul DeLong
	Northeast
	(vacant)

	Policy & Legislation
	Tom Hittle
	Southeast
	Laura Giese

	Communications
	Anthony Rynish
	Southwest
	Brad Hutnik

	Education & Training
	Elizabeth Wood
	UW-Madison
	Josh Coady

	Awards
	Gary Vander Wyst
	UW-Stevens Point
	Andrew Pettey

	CFE
	Melinda Vokoun
	
	


Greg Edge visiting
1. Meeting called to order at 9:40 a.m.  Brief introductions.
2. Anti-trust statement – Jeff Kante reviewed.
3. Agenda Repair – Move Greg Edge up to follow Chair’s Rpt.  Rynish will call in as he can, re Great Lakes Leadership Training, flexible schedule.
4. Minutes – Draft minutes from the January 10, 2019 Executive Committee meeting had been emailed to committee members in January and again in May.  Motion by Vander Wyst to accept minutes with corrections; 2nd by Kerkman, motion carries.
5. Chair Update - Jeff Kante
a. SAF National Convention 2019
Kante, Vander Wyst, DeLong plan to attend.

Next year Providence, RI; 2021 in Sacramento, CA.
b. Correspondence
c. Contingency Plans
Go to website to review WI SAF Handbook, inform me of updates.
d. Chair-elect

We are looking for a WI SAF Chair-elect to follow Anthony Rynish.
e. Leadership Training—Kante reported on Motion by Kies (handled through email in March) that WI SAF allocate $5,000 from the Special Projects Fund for the Leadership Conference scheduled for June, 2019.  These funds, along with funds from Minnesota and Michigan, shall be used to significantly reduce, or even eliminate, fees charged to the leadership Conference participants in an effort to recruit young talent for future leadership of SAF.  Second by Rynish.  Votes: 15 Aye, 0 Nay, 1 abstention; meets 2/3 needed to Pass.
6. Treasurer's Report – Gary Vander Wyst
Four-year audit (2015-2018) conducted April 9th, 2019.  Results successful.
Filed for 2018 tax exempt status, acceptable.

Forestry Hall of Fame reimbursement, handout provided.  Motion by Kerkman to transfer funds from Forestry Hall of Fame account to WI SAF general account, second by DeLong, passed unanimously.

Treasury Report (sent out) Motion by VanderWyst to move $1,068.25 from Wells Fargo 1925 account (Forestry Hall of Fame) to Wells Fargo 5153 account, 2nd by Kerkman, passed unanimously.

WI SAF has one debit card on our Park Falls account, no credit card.

Rough total of Chapter accounts is $25,000.

Motion by Albrecht, 2nd by Kerkman, to accept report—point of order by Howlett, we should accept reports that have been audited—so we merely “file” this report, no vote required.

Greg Edge - Northern Hardwood Conference  [Moved up from New Business]
June 16-18, 2020, KI Convention Center, Green Bay

Theme: Bridging Science and Management for the Future.”

Target audience 200-400 professionals, industry, foresters, researchers, academics, students, etc.

Tech Committee in place, working on program.

Logistics Team working on facilities, field tours.

Biennial Committee – to make this a recurring event.

Seeking sponsorship and support, Foresters’ Fund plus WI SAF.

Proceedings, perhaps special coverage in SAF Journal of Forestry or Forest Science.
Desire $250 or less registration.

Field trips – three – one to the Argonne EF, one to Menominee Tribal Enterprises, one to various industries in area.  Research, products, and forest health.
Harms: summer date excludes most students.
7. District V Update - Don Howlett
Desires e-copy of mil tax letter.

National SAF is considering hosting a national convention in Duluth sometime in future.

Terry Baker, our new CEO, is doing a great job.

SAF Headquarters sale (Wild Acres, Gifford Pinchot Forestry Building) – law firms, day care centers, dance group… all taking a look.

On-line education available through national website.

Young professionals focus group (<35 yrs).  Desire more upper Midwest presence.

Certified Forester—looking to integrate CF program into academic programs.

Hoping to capture some revenue from CF program, especially from non-members currently earning credits for free.  Changes are in the works.

Board approved an anti-harassment statement at last meeting.  (Our Code of Ethics requires two witnesses.)  Does Code of Ethics need revision?
Board has approved many national position statements recently, some new, some old.

National election this fall, looking for District V Representative candidate.

8. Wisconsin Council On Forestry Update – Jim Kerkman
Written report provided.
Per input from WI SAF Exec Committee, WI SAF signed on to Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program letter of support from the Wisconsin Council on Forestry.
9. Committee Updates - ACTION ITEMS ONLY
a. Membership – Hayley Frater
Current membership 267.  Largest demographics: 67 members 60-69 years old, 57 members 50-59 years old, 45 members 20-29 years old.
Haley and Liz will switch positions—Liz will take over Membership, and Haley will take over Education & Training.

b. Program – Paul DeLong 
i. 2019 State Meeting (Mid-WI/Fox Valley)
DeLong (Holmes/Kies)
October 2-3, 2019, Stevens Point Holiday Inn.
Executive Committee (aka Board) meeting the evening prior.

Day 1 speakers are all committed.

Keynotes: Dan Meyer - Hardwood markets, locally & nationally.  Pete Coutu (sp?) “Forests to Markets”

Day 2 Field tour following breakfast & business meeting.  80 person max for tour.  Wood shavings/pellets in Marathon, also Biomass plant in Rothschild.

$80 registration plus $35 for banquet plus $15 for field tour= $130 for SAF members, $150 for non-members, $75 students.
Albrecht: There may be a Forestry Hall of Fame induction at the banquet.

Gary: Need to get this meeting in the Forestry Source.  Need bus insurance from National.

Mixed professional & student teams at quiz bowl during banquet.

ii. One aspect of combining chapters is to create a more robust program committee within each chapter.  (Hittle)

c. Policy & Legislation – Tom Hittle
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund
Motion by Albrecht, 2nd by DeLong, to approve draft letter written by Hittle, asking Governor Evers to support Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, passed unanimously.
d. Communications – Anthony Rynish (on phone)
Working on e-newsletter.
Please submit website updates.

WI SAF Handbook (spiral bound) is on website under “Join” but needs updating.

Kante wants to include position descriptions into the updated Handbook.

Haley Frater has WI SAF membership entered into Constant Contact so she can forward emails to all members.

e. Education & Training – Elizabeth Wood
No report per se, Haley Frater taking over.
f. Awards – Gary Vander Wyst
Nominees needed.

i. Golden Members—Bob Rogers, Ed Steigerwaldt, John Grosman, Douglas Piirto, James Okraszewski.  Best to present awards at banquet (SAF will cover their meal cost).  Otherwise, Chapter Chair may present privately.
ii. New awards—Julie Peltier award and Innovation in Forestry award.  Descriptions in new bylaws.
iii. New Awards Chair needed.  Melinda Vokoun may take over.
g. CFE – Melinda Vokoun
Written report provided.

Transitioning from statewide CFE coordinators to national coordination.  Requests needed three weeks ahead of event.
h. Forest Science & Technology – Brad Hutnik
NIACS just came out with the Climate Change Field Guide for Northern Wisconsin Forests.  Brad can get some for you, let him know.
i. Foresters’ Fund Update – Paul Doruska
Proposal for $1,500 regular grant for WI SAF Statewide meeting Oct 2-3, 2019 in Stevens Point.  Motion by DeLong, 2nd by Vander Wyst, to submit proposal to Natl, passed unanimously.
Northern Hardwood Conference (Greg Edge) proposal for $5,000 special grant.  Doruska: Might also be appropriate for Kurt Gottschalk Science & Technology funding, which was not used in 2018 and may be available even though deadline is passed.  Go ahead and submit to Foresters’ Fund by June 15 deadline; they can pass to Science & Tech Fund if needed.
Motion by Vander Wyst to submit proposal for Northern Hardwood Conference to National, 2nd by DeLong, passed unanimously.
Leadership Training grant: 80% of $1,400 is in our account.

80% of the $5,000 for the Argonne Marteloscope project is also in our account, less $2300 or so already spent.  This project needs to be completed by 12/31/19.
j. Forestry Hall of Fame – Tom Albrecht
Induction of Ray Guries went well at last fall meeting.
Two nominations have been received.  Member organizations will vote on June 7th whether to induct one, or both, or neither.

k. Conservation Hall of Fame – Jan Harms

l. Historian – John Kotar
i. Status of History of Events 2011-2020.

Archive records are organized by subject rather than year, so assembling the booklet involves a lot of sorting.
ii. Items for Archives
m. NRCS – John Kotar
No spring meeting yet.
10. Chapter Reports
a. Chippewa – Vacant
Written report.
b. Fox River Valley – Nick Holmes
Written report.
c. Mid-WI – Joe Kies
Written report.
d. NE – Vacant
No report.
e. SE – Laura Giese
Written report.
f. SW – Brad Hutnik
Working on another meeting similar to oak & fire management previous meeting.
g. UW-Madison – Josh Coady
Written report.
h. UW-Stevens Point – Andrew Pettey
Written report.
11. OLD BUSINESS

a. Chapter Re-organization Ballot Results – Tom Hittle
237 ballots sent out.  96 yes, 2 no, 2 non-deliverable.  2/3 threshold of those voting was met.
Motion by Vander Wyst to accept proposed bylaws with two minor amendments, 2nd by DeLong, passed unanimously.  Minor amendment #1 refers to Article 11.A.1, where the “Council” is now the “Board.” Minor amendment #2 refers to Article 11.B.4, where the “Executive Vice President” is now the “Director of Government Policy and External Affairs.”
The WI Executive Committee is now Chair, Chair-elect, Immediate Past Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary.  The old Executive Committee, consisting of Officers, Committee Chairs, and Chapter Chairs, is now the “Board.”

Motion by Albrecht, 2nd by Kies, to dissolve the 6 current non-student chapters and form the two new chapters, plus the two student chapters, motion passed unanimously.
i. Chapter checking accounts – Jeff Kante
State Treasurer recommends that chapter accounts (roughly $25,000) be deposited into one new CD.  Discussion about liquidity.
Motion by Hittle to ask the Executive Committee to develop and recommend to the Board a process by which chapters may withdraw funds from account, 2nd by DeLong, passed unanimously.

Motion by DeLong that chapters be directed to dissolve their accounts and send a check to state society by June 30th, second by VanderWyst, passed unanimously.

ii. Revised bylaws need to be sent to Louise Murgia at National SAF.
iii. New roster should be sent to Lori Rasor at national.
iv. Need to secure Chapter Chair & Chair-elects for new Chapters.  Kante will lead the yet-to-be-formed Nominating Committee, with Albrecht and Vander Wyst, to appoint interim Chairs.
v. New Program Committee, statewide, coordinates meetings for each chapter and the state society.  Hittle volunteers to help along with DeLong and Hutnik.

vi. New position statements for the Membership Handbook, Hittle & Kante.

b. Leadership Workshop – Anthony Rynish (phone)
Around 55 attendees lined up so far.  MN has 20, WI has 20 + 2 paying own way, MI has about 13 signed up, waiting to hear from others.  Maybe room for 1 or 2 more from WI.
Hoping for 20 per state.  60-65 is top level for Chris’s interactive training.

Gary Vander Wyst will talk, as will Terry Baker and Don Howlett.

Sunday evening ice breaker, Monday Chris Jossart.
Nearby forest visitor center with remodeled facilities.

Don Howlett thanks Anthony for putting this together.

c. Habitat for Humanity/ tree purchase – Gary Vander Wyst
In limbo.
12. NEW BUSINESS
a. Fund Raising / Dues Increase – Jeff Kante
We are spending our investments faster than what is sustainable.
Need additional income, beyond the $8 per head dues.

Short $3,000 to $4,000 annually—dues would need to increase by $20 to cover.

Haley Frater suggests giving members something tangible.  She will work with Vander Wyst to come up with ideas—discounts, etc.  Show value.
Large number of forestry professionals in WI who are non-members.
b. Northern Hardwood Symposium – Greg Edge

Addressed earlier.
c. Forest Fest at Trees for Tomorrow is usually held in July.  Need people to man booth.

d. Joint National SAF and CIF (Canadian) in Madison? Duluth? Sault Ste Marie? 2024 is the year.

e. Three new inductees to WI Conservation Hall of Fame.  Now Jan Harms is our  SAF liaison to the WI Cons H of F committee so we will maintain better relations.

13. Next Meeting
Next meeting to be held in October, with the statewide meeting.  We may have a conference call sooner, if needed.
14. Adjourned 1:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Van Cleve

Secretary, WI SAF
Action Items:

· Treasurer: Allocate $5,000 to support Leadership Conference.

· Treasurer: Transfer $1,068.25 from Wells Fargo 1925 account (Forestry Hall of Fame) to Wells Fargo 5153 account.

· Holmes/Kies: Post info about fall meeting in Forestry Source; make sure field trip is insured.

· Submit Foresters’ Fund grant application for fall state WI SAF meeting.

· Submit proposal for Special Foresters’ Fund grant application for Northern Hardwoods Conference.

· Submit chapter checking accounts to WI SAF.
· Executive Committee: Devise method by which Chapters may access funds when needed.
· Send revised bylaws to Lori Rasor.
· Send new roster of Chapter officers to Lori Rasor.

· Kante, Albrecht, Vander Wyst produce list of interim Chapter Chairs.

· Hittle, DeLong, Hutnik begin brainstorming upcoming Chapter Meetings.

· Northern members: volunteer to man booth at Forest Fest.

